[image: image1.png]]

S Daporimenta rensporiton
Fodoral Trons Adrminishotion




Transit Research Update
Contents- April 2009

To view a item listed, use the mouse and control/click on title.  
SPECIAL
3Progress Report: Department of Transportation


Join U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary LaHood at ITS America’s 2009   Annual Meeting & Exposition - June 1  …………………………………………3
4Announcement for a Cooperative Agreement to Evaluate and Compare Federal Formula Grant programs - RFP


4APTA Announces 2009 Bus Safety Awards -- Recognizes Top Safety Records and Commitment to Improving Bus Safety in North America


4RESEARCH IN PROGRESS


4Evaluation of Transit Wayfinding/Route Information Technologies and Strategies


5Hydrogen-Fueled Shuttle Bus Project


5Transit Greenhouse Gas Management Compendium


6Wayside Charging and Hydrogen Hybrid Bus


6ECONOMIC RECOVERY


6Obama Releases High-Speed Rail Plan


6Hearing on the Department of Transportation's Implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act


7President Obama, Vice President Biden, Transportation Secretary LaHood Announce 2,000th Transportation Project Under Economic Recovery Act


7Recovery Act - Initial Results on States' Use of and Accountability for Transportation Funds.


7States Wrestle with Stimulus Funding


7Study: $1B transit investment yields 30,000 jobs


8Toward a 21st-Century "New Deal" for Public Transport


8ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE


8Congressional Leaders Welcome Report Highlighting Model Transit Projects for Transportation Bill – “Reinventing Transit”


8Climate Change Activities Website at the Transportation Research Board


8Green Transit Channel


8Rethinking the Greening of Transit


9Improving Safety of Passengers in Bus Crashes


9National Bio-Monitoring Architecture (NBMA) Meeting


10Rail Transit Capacity Improvement Study


10FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS


10Best Practices in Transit Service Planning


10Characteristics of Bus Rapid Transit For Decision-Making


11Evaluation and Documentation of the Use of Incentives & Disincentives Regarding the Procurement of Standardized Transit Buses


11Literature Review for Providing Access to Public Transportation Stations


11Recommended Best Practices for States Conducting Three-Year Safety Reviews


12Reinventing Transit: American Communities Finding Smarter, Cleaner, Faster Transportation Solutions


12Sensitive Security Information (SSI): Designation, Markings and Control, Resource Document for Transit Agencies


12Successes in Stewardship Newsletter, April 2009


12Technologies That Complement Congestion Pricing - A Primer


13Transit Security Update - TCRP Synthesis 80


13Travel Training for Student Success:  The Route to Achieving Post-Secondary Student Outcomes


13Vision for High-Speed Rail in America


13INTERNATIONAL


142008 Right-Of-Way and Utilities International Scanning Tour - Australia and Canada


14Impact Assessment of EU Regulation to Reduce Carbon Dioxide Emissions from New Passenger Cars


14Project for Public Spaces Does Parking Day!


14Reclaiming City Streets for People: Chaos or Quality of Life?


14Results of the Survey of Research & Development 2008 – Japan


14A Streetcar Now for City of Tomorrow


15First Wind Turbine


15French Giant Buys Control of Hong Kong's Trams


15Greening with LEED Ratings


15Great Places, Great Cities 2009 Conference


16Greenspace Scotland -Website


16Placemaking Scotland


17Vehicle Manufacturers Are Leading Intelligent Transportation Systems Efforts with Obstacle Detection Systems Launching in 2009


17RESEARCH NEWS & RESOURCES


17Map: Trends in Transit


17An Ambit-Based Activity Model for Evaluating Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Policies


17Bus Transit Channel - New


18Connecting Communities Public Transportation Emergency Preparedness Workshop     …..………………………………………………………………………………..

Public Transportation Participation Pilot Program  …………………………………3
18Cloud Computing Moves into Public Safety


19Complete America’s Streets Website


19Intransition –Transportation Planning, Practice & Prog


19Introducing TRISworld –The New International Database


20Nashville MTA Articulated Hybrid Buses Enter Service


20National Resource Center for Human Service Transportation Coordination


20New Bus Transit Channel at Metro Magazine Website


21New Venture to Offer Comprehensive Strategic Guidance for Capital Transportation Projects


21Not-in-Traffic Surveillance 2007 - Highlights


21Performance Measures — A Case Study in Progress Webinar


22Phoenix: Light Rail Opens, Ridership Soars


22Project for Public Spaces Website


22Private Sector Zips Past Government in Recovery Act Tracking


22Public Meeting on IntelliDriveSM Proof of Concept (POC) Results and Findings Scheduled for May 19, 2009 in Novi, Michigan


23Return to Futurama


23The Transit Wire Website*



===============================================================

SPECIAL
Progress Report:  Department of Transportation

Summary.  In the first 100 days of the Obama administration the Department of Transportation (DOT) emphasized economic recovery.  Of the $48.1 billion in economic recovery funding provided to DOT, over $9.3 billion has been obligated by states, transit systems and airports for specific projects.  Over 2,500 projects have been selected for funding so far.
Data collected by DOT shows DOT actions created a rapid increase in the pace at which transportation projects are undertaken.  In the first 6 weeks… 4,300 highway and bridge projects – (including “regular” projects, not funded by the Recovery act)-- were advanced…    In the first 100 days the Department unveiled a Strategic Plan to transform the future of high speed rail in America.  This plan will guide investment decisions for $8 billion in high speed rail funding…  In addition, DOT initiated a new partnership with the Department of Housing and Urban Development to help coordinate transportation and housing investments.  Known as “Livable Communities” the initiative will integrate land use and transportation planning….More Online [http://www.dot.gov/recovery/100daysreport.htm] 
Join U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary LaHood at ITS America’s 2009 Annual Meeting & Exposition - June 1

U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood will be the featured speaker at the opening plenary of the Intelligent Transportation Society of America’s (ITS America) 2009 Annual Meeting & Exposition, which will take place June 1-3 at the Gaylord Convention Center on the Potomac in National Harbor, Maryland.  The Secretary’s remarks are scheduled for 10 a.m. in the convention center’s Potomac A-B rooms on the Ballroom level.  In addition to policy and technical sessions, the ITS event will feature “city streets” vehicle and infrastructure technology demonstrations, a 150,000 square foot exhibit hall, tours of area transportation projects and facilities, and many other activities. Registration information is available at www.itsa.org/amregistration.html.

Announcement for a Cooperative Agreement to Evaluate and Compare Federal Formula Grant programs - RFP. 

Please review below the Request for Proposals from Mr. David Schneider of Federal Transit Administration (FTA). If you have any questions, please contact him using the information below.  The proposal is available Online at [http://www.grants.gov], Funding No.  FTA-09007-TPM 

This solicitation is for proposals for a cooperative agreement to research the processes and performance measures used by Federal agencies to award and manage grants and the methods these agencies employ to evaluate the effectiveness of the programs that they fund. This research will be funded by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). The total available funding is $200,000.

Proposals must be submitted electronically by May 28, 2009 (45 days after the notice is posted on [http://www.grants.gov].  Anyone intending to apply should initiate the process of registering on the http://www.grants.gov website immediately to ensure completion of registration before the deadline for submission.   
Contact:  David Schneider, Federal Transit Administration, Office of Program Management, 1200  New Jersey Ave. S.E. 4th Floor - East Building Washington, DC 20590.  Telephone (202) 493-0175  Email  [David.Schneider@dot.gov]
APTA Announces 2009 Bus Safety Awards -- Recognizes Top Safety Records and Commitment to Improving Bus Safety in North America
May 4, 2009.  The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) announced the winners of the 2009 Bus Safety Awards at the opening session of the annual APTA Bus and Paratransit Conference that is being held in Seattle, WA.  Online at 
[http://www.apta.com/media/releases/090504_bus_safety.cfm]
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
Evaluation of Transit Wayfinding/Route Information Technologies and Strategies

Project MA-26-7998-00
Funding:  $200,000
 
Schedule:  October 2008 – October 2010 
  
Performer:
Research and Innovative Technology Administration

Small Business Innovation Program Office

John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center

55 Broadway, Cambridge, MA 02142-1093
Contact:  Suzanne Sloan
Phone:  617-494-3282   Email: [Suzanne.Sloan@dot.gov]

FTA Project Monitor:  Edwin Rodriguez, TRI  
Fax:  202.366.3765  

Email:   [Edwin.Rodriguez@dot.gov]
Description.   The objective of this intra-agency agreement is to support the Volpe National Transportation Systems Center (Volpe Center) research effort to develop and submit a report on transit industry and traveler benefits associated with transit wayfinding/route information technologies and strategies.  The Volpe Center will conduct a market analysis of wayfinding/route information products and services, define different Wayfinding needs of each user (traveler), and assess the value and benefits of these products and services.  Brief tests and field studies will be conducted of the emerging technologies.  Doing so will allow for the ultimate understanding of the gaps that exist in the technologies and services from a transit perspective, and define where FTA can take a leadership role.  
Keywords:  Transit, Wayfinding Technologies, Strategies, Traveler Benefits, Commuter, Persons with Disabilities. Route Information
Hydrogen-Fueled Shuttle Bus Project  

Project PA-26-7265
Funding:  $1,592,000.00
 
Schedule:  October 2008 – January 2010
  
Performer:
DaVinci Discovery Center of Science & Technology

3145 Hamilton Boulevard Bypass

Allentown, Pennsylvania  18103

Contact:  Frank Steslow
Phone:  484-664-1002  Fax:  484-664-1002
FTA Project Monitor:  Christina Gikakis, TRI 
Fax:  202.366.3765  

Email:   [Christina.Gikakis@dot.gov]
Description.   This project enables the DaVinci Center and project partners to conduct a research and demonstration project on hydrogen-fueled shuttle buses. The purpose of the Hydrogen-Fueled Shuttle Bus project is to educate the public through demonstration of hydrogen's use as a safe, clean, and effective transportation fuel. This will be accomplished through the operation of two hydrogen-fueled internal combustion engine (ICE) shuttle buses and an interactive exhibit program at the DaVinci Science Center.  The program will highlight the content and background of transitioning to a hydrogen economy and the explanation of the technologies involved. 

Keyword:  Hydrogen-Fueled Shuttle Bus, Demonstration, Alternative fueled vehicle, Internal Combustion Engine, Hydrogen fueling station, Transition to Hydrogen Economy  
Transit Greenhouse Gas Management Compendium    

Project GA-26-7006
Funding:  $150,000
 
Schedule:  April 2009  – June 2010   
Performer:
Georgia Tech Research Corporation 

505 10th Street, NW

Atlanta, Georgia  30332 

Contact:  Serelia Woods  
Phone: 404-385-0866   Fax:  404-894-7002
FTA Project Monitor:  Henry Nejako, TRI 
Fax:  202.366.3765  

Email:   [Henry.Nejako@dot.gov]
Description.   This project supports the efforts of the Georgia Tech Research Corporation to developing a compendium of strategies and best practices for reducing transit agency emissions of greenhouse gases. A key feature of the Compendium will be its ability to help a transit agency develop and compare its current GHG estimates against potential or proposed system improvements. The compendium will serve as a central information point, as well as a useful handbook to transit managers in planning and decision-making.  Metropolitan Atlanta Regional Transit Authority (MARTA) will partner with Georgia Tech. The Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance will also be an active participant.    

KEYWORDS:  GHS Compendium of Best Practices, Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction, Guidebook, Transit Agencies

Wayside Charging and Hydrogen Hybrid Bus  

Project TN-26-7034-01
Funding:  $85,000
 
Schedule:  October 2008 – January 2011
  
Performer:
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

615 McCallie Ave, Department 4905

Chattanooga, Tennessee  37403

Contact:  J. Ronald Bailey
Phone:  423-425-4431   Fax: 423-425-4052
FTA Project Monitor:  Patrick Centolanzi,TRI 
Fax:  202.366.3765  

Email:   [Patrick.Centolanzi@dot.gov]
Description. The purpose of this amendment is to add a Task (6) that will provide partial support purchase of an electrolyzer for generating hydrogen for use in hydrogen-powered buses.  It will be implemented by the Center for Energy, Transportation and the Environment (CETE) at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga in cooperation with the Federal Transit Administration and several other partners. The electrolyzer is a more modest approach to hydrogen generation, storage, and dispensing than a large-scale hydrogen fueling station. A local match of $60,000 will be provided by the University.

Keywords: Electrolyzer, Wayside Inductive Recharging, Hydrogen Hybrid Bus, Hydrogen generation and storage
ECONOMIC RECOVERY
Obama Releases High-Speed Rail Plan

President Barack Obama, along with Vice President Biden and Secretary LaHood, announced a new U.S. push today to transform travel in America, creating high-speed rail lines from city to city, reducing dependence on cars and planes and spurring economic development. 

 

The President released a strategic plan outlining his vision for high speed rail in America. The plan identifies $8 billion provided in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and $1 billion a year for five years requested in the federal budget as a down payment to jump-start a potential world-class passenger rail system and sets the direction of transportation policy for the future. The strategic plan will be followed by detailed guidance for state and local applicants. By late summer, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) will begin awarding the first round of grants.  
More Online at [http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/press-releases/226] 

Hearing on the Department of Transportation's Implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
On Thursday, April 30, 2009, the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies held a hearing to examine the U.S. Department of Transportation's implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  A video of the hearing is available online. Online [http://appropriations.senate.gov/index.cfm?month=4&year=2009]
President Obama, Vice President Biden, Transportation Secretary LaHood Announce 2,000th Transportation Project Under Economic Recovery Act 

April 13, 2009 - According the United States Department of Transportation, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Act) has funded its 2,000th transportation project.  The milestone was announced by President Obama only six weeks after the enactment of the bill. "Just 41 days ago we announced funding for the first transportation project under ARRA, and today we’re approving the 2,000th project," said President Obama.  More [http://www.dot.gov/affairs/dot4609.htm].   View video from the event
Recovery Act - Initial Results on States' Use of and Accountability for Transportation Funds.   

GAO-09-597T contains the Statement of Katherine Siggerud, Managing Director Physical Infrastructure Issues.  Ms. Siggerud’s statement provides a general overview of (1) selected states’ use of Recovery Act funds for highway programs, (2) the approaches taken by these states to ensure accountability for these funds, and (3) the selected states’ plans to evaluate the impact of the Recovery Act funds that they receive for highway programs. This statement is based on work in which GAO examined the use of Recovery Act funds by a core group of 16 states and the District of Columbia, representing about 65 percent of the U.S. population and two-thirds of the intergovernmental federal assistance available through the Act. GAO issued its first bimonthly report on April 23, 2009. Online at [http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09597t.pdf]
States Wrestle with Stimulus Funding  

Apr 03, 2009.  Some states have difficulty managing the influx of money.  States don’t have the money to manage the money they’re supposed to be managing.  And that is worrying state officials around the country. They know the Obama administration will provide intense oversight of their use of stimulus dollars, and call them on the carpet if they can’t account for how they spend the money. At the same time, the administration is pushing the stimulus money out the door as quickly as possible, adding extra pressure to the states.  More Online  [http://www.1105newsletters.com/t.do?id=2437357:10193165]

Study: $1B transit investment yields 30,000 jobs
A new APTA study just released shows that investing in public transportation provides jobs to the American workers who may need them the most.  “Job Impacts of Spending on Public Transportation: an Update” shows that two-thirds (67 percent) of the jobs created by capital investment in the public transit industry replaces lost blue-collar jobs with “green jobs” in the public transit sector. The Economic Development Research Group prepared the study for the American Public Transportation Association (APTA). More Online at  [http://www.apta.com/]

Toward a 21st-Century "New Deal" for Public Transport 

Support is mounting for a major public works initiative – in effect, a 21st-century version of the 1930s-era "New Deal" – with particular emphasis on addressing America's  infrastructure crisis involving bridges, urban utilities, railways, public transit, transportation electrification, and other aspects of critical infrastructure. Proponents of such a program argue it can bring jobs and economic uplift – as well as providing crucial alternatives to petroleum dependency – but it must include public transportation investment at its core. The following is a listing of recent articles on the Light Rail Now! website that address some of the most critical issues involved.  Online [http://www.lightrailnow.org/facts/fa_usa-new-deal-menu.htm]
ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Congressional Leaders Welcome Report Highlighting Model Transit Projects for Transportation Bill – “Reinventing Transit”
WASHINGTON, April 23 -- Transportation leaders from both houses of Congress today applauded a new report for showcasing a new generation of innovative transit systems. 
House Transportation Committee Chairman James Oberstar, MN; the Acting Deputy Administrator of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Matthew J. Welbes; and Congressman Earl Blumenauer, Portland, OR; spoke at a Capitol Hill news 
conference/webcast today to unveil the video and written version of the report. 

The new report, Reinventing Transit features transit innovations already operating in 45 metropolitan, suburban and rural communities in 30 states across America that are creating jobs, cutting traffic congestion, and reducing air and global warming pollution. It also provides case studies of more than a dozen of these transit innovations.  More Online [http://www.edf.org/pressrelease.cfm?contentID=9596]
Climate Change Activities Website at the Transportation Research Board 
Reducing transportation-related emissions of carbon dioxide-the primary greenhouse gas-that contribute to climate change and adapting to the consequences of climate change will be among the biggest public policy challenges facing the transportation profession over the coming decades. This website serves as a gateway to TRB activities and products addressing transportation and climate change. Online [http://tris.trb.org/climatechange/]

Green Transit Channel 

The Green Transit Channel touches on "green" issues related to transportation, including alternative fuels, hybrid technology, LEED-certified facilities and environmentally friendly practices. Explore new green technologies and how they can be implemented to enhance cost savings and meet new emission standards. Learn how transit systems are meeting LEED-certification standards and decreasing their environmental footprint.  More Online [http://www.metro-magazine.com/Channel/Green-Transit.aspx]
Rethinking the Greening of Transit 
Metro Magazine, April 2009.  Rethinking the Greening of Transit is the featured article in the August edition of Metro Magazine.  The article looks at Sustainability in a more comprehensive way, with a new focus on economic and social impacts in addition to environmental.  Growing trends identified include committee development and creating long-term strategies, as well as the various components that make up the “sustainability umbrella.”  Examples of effective sustainable projects are documented.  
The featured article hails India’s Delhi Metro system— an example of an effective sustainable project on the international front, and the first rail system in the world to receive ISO 14001 certification.  On the U.S. side, the article cites the New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s (MTA) LEED-certified (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certified facilities) Corona Maintenance Facility for its innovative design and use of natural elements.   Other articles in this April 2009 edition of Metro Magazine include: Top 25 Bus Rapid Transit Projects--An Analysis of BRT Projects in North America; Charter Rule Revolution Generates New Coach Business; and more.  Online [http://www.metro-magazine.com/Magazine/Current-Issue.aspx] 

FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER  

Improving Safety of Passengers in Bus Crashes

On March 12, Dr. Gerardo Olivares, Technical Director, Crash Dynamics Lab of the National Institute of Aviation Research, Wichita State University, presented the results of 3.5 years of intensive research to identify ways to improve the safety of passengers, bus drivers, pedestrians and other vehicles involved in bus collisions (FTA project KS-26-7001). The methodology involved mathematical modeling, virtual reality visualization, and sled testing with crash dummies to confirm mathematical simulations.  One of the major findings was that passengers seated in forward-facing seats with a seat or structure in front of them fared much better in bus collisions than other passengers, particularly passengers seated in perimeter, or aisle-facing seats.  Based on this research, Patrick Centolanzi prepared a proposal for the APTA transit standards program that recommends minimizing sideways-facing seats. FTA Contact [Patrick.Centolanzi@dot.gov]

Land Use Planning and Climate Change Conference

The sponsors of the “Land Use and Climate Change Conference” to be held in Dubrovnik, Croatia, on May 7-9, asked for USDOT participation in the Conference.  After receiving approval, Ron Boenau coordinated with the Office of Budget and Policy and arranged for Tina Hodges to participate in the Conference with funding for the trip to be paid by the project sponsors, the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, the National Center for Smart Growth Research and Education at the University of Maryland, and the Habiforum Foundation.  The Workshop will identify and disseminate information on new techniques, policies, analytical tools, and lessons learned on land use and transportation planning to mitigate climate change.  Tina will be joined by John Frece of the Environmental Protection Agency as the US Government representatives at the Conference. Contact  [Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov]
National Bio-Monitoring Architecture (NBMA) Meeting

On March 27, Roy Chen, FTA Office of Technology, attended the NBMA meeting chaired by the Department of Homeland Security.  Its main objective is to coordinate biochemical detection programs within the Federal Government (Biowatch, for example).  The group is currently working on setting up a type of certification process for biochemical detectors, so as to insure a certain level of confidence for the myriad types of biochemical equipment available.  In addition, the group is trying to come up with some guidelines on "level of response" associated with positive hits on the biochemical detectors.  FTA Contact  [Roy.Chen@dot.gov] 
Rail Transit Capacity Improvement Study

In April, Terrell Williams, Office of Technology, met with representatives of the Transportation Technology Center Inc. (TTCI)  to kickoff  the Rail Transit Capacity Improvement Study.  This study will evaluate current capacity limitations versus ridership for three of the largest rail transit systems in the nation, seek to determine how close they are to capacity, and forecast when they will reach capacity.  TTCI will identify the most promising potential improvements and additions to infrastructure to increase capacity – emphasizing cost-effective technology solutions.  
FTA Contact [Terrell.Williams @dot.gov]

Technical Workshops to be Held in Arusha, Tanzania and Windhoek, Namibia

Ron Boenau and Kay Nordstrom with assistance from Rita Dagullard and Al Logie from FHWA have been developing plans for two U.S./Africa Technical Workshops to be held August 25 – Sept. 4, 2009 in Arusha, Tanzania and Windhoek, Namibia.  Arusha is the headquarters of the East African Commission (EAC).  Windhoek and Dar-es-Salaam (to be visited) are among nine sites of Technology Transfer (T2) Centers in Africa. The program in each location will include a two day workshop, followed by technical tours and site visits. These workshops, intended as pilot programs for future technical assistance and training in Africa, will be multimodal in approach and will cover topics related to developing sustainable transportation systems.  Contact  [Kay.Nordstrom@dot.gov]

FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS 

Best Practices in Transit Service Planning

The National Center for Transit Research at the University of South Florida has released a report that identifies existing best practices in transit service planning, and develops a generic model approach that could be adapted and used by public transit agencies for fixed-route bus transit service planning. This research effort provides a summary of best practices and provides a “template” process tool that can be adapted and customized for use by all sizes public of transit agencies.   Read Online [http://www.nctr.usf.edu/pdf/77720.pdf].   Note: In September 1999, the National Center for Transit Research (NCTR) was approved for funding by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Research and Special Programs Administration.  

Characteristics of Bus Rapid Transit For Decision-Making 
Report No. FTA-26-7109-2009, February 2009.  
Characteristics of Bus Rapid Transit for Decision-Making (CBRT) provides  transportation planners and decision-makers with basic information and data to support the development and evaluation of bus rapid transit (BRT) concepts as one of many options during alternatives analyses and subsequent project planning. This report describes the physical, operational, cost, performance and potential benefits of BRT's constituent elements both individually and combined as integrated systems. Overall, the report is meant to provide a description of the possibilities that BRT provides and the experience of various BRT systems around the world.  Principal.Investigator: Dennis Hinebaugh, Director, National BRT Institute Center for Urban Transportation Research, University of South Florida (USF), Tampa, FL 33620.  Online at [http://www.nbrti.org/CBRT.html] and  [http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/CBRT_2009_Update.pdf] 
Evaluation and Documentation of the Use of Incentives & Disincentives Regarding the Procurement of Standardized Transit Buses

Report Number: FTA-MI-26-7303-2009.1.  This research report focus is on the potential use of financial incentives and disincentives in an effort to induce public transit agencies to procure transit buses using a standard set of technical and commercial specifications. The project examined what effect if any, additional financial incentives or, conversely, financial disincentives would have on public transit agency bus procurements.  Project results will help the FTA determine the viability of potential funding incentives or disincentives. This report will be of interest to FTA, state and local transportation officials, transit bus manufacturers, and advocates of public transportation.  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/research]
Literature Review for Providing Access to Public Transportation Stations 
TRB’s Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Web-Only Document 44: Literature Review for Providing Access to Public Transportation Stations describes the results of the literature review associated with a project that is examining various alternatives for providing access to and from stations of new and mature high-capacity public transportation systems, including heavy rail, light rail, commuter rail, and bus rapid transit. The paper is divided into six main sections: Access issues and agency guidelines for transit access; Evaluation tools; Transit-Oriented Development;  Park‐and‐ride/ Kiss‐and‐ride; Transit feeder service; and Pedestrian and bicycle access.
More Online  [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/tcrp/tcrp_webdoc_44.pdf] 

National Transportation Statistics Update
The U.S. Research and Innovative Technology Administration's Bureau of Transportation Statistics has released updates to 43 tables on the National Transportation Statistics (NTS) web publication. The updated tables cover subjects in the areas of road and street mileage, merchant fleet size, bridge condition, transit vehicle age, safety, and fuel consumption.  More Online [http://www.bts.gov/publications/national_transportation_statistics/]
Recommended Best Practices for States Conducting Three-Year Safety Reviews

On April 29, 2005, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) published its revised 49 CFR Part 659, Rail Fixed Guideway Systems State Safety Oversight final rule.  The rule  contains provisions that direct each State Safety Oversight (SSO) agency to conduct an on-site review, at least once every three (3) years, at each rail transit agency in its jurisdiction. The purpose of this review is to assess the RTA's implementation of its System Safety Program Plan (SSPP) and to determine whether it is effective and whether it should be updated.  This recommended best practices report is designed to help SSO agencies perform more thorough reviews of the rail transit agencies in their jurisdictions. The resource provides verification activities to assess the rail transit agency’s effective implementation and offers recommendations for making findings and requiring corrective action.  FTA believes that through the verification activities and processes provided in this document, SSO agencies can greatly strengthen the effectiveness of their oversight programs.  More Online [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Publications/order/singledoc.asp?docid=942]
Reinventing Transit: American Communities Finding Smarter, Cleaner, Faster Transportation Solutions 

Reinventing Transit, presents case studies of American Communities finding smarter, cleaner, faster transportation solutions.  The report cites transit innovations already operating in 45 metropolitan, suburban and rural communities in 30 states across America that are creating jobs, cutting traffic congestion, and reducing air and global warming pollution. It also provides case studies of more than a dozen of these transit innovations. Transportation -- primarily cars and trucks -- accounts for 30 percent of greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. Download  Online  [http://www.edf.org/documents/9522_Reinventing_Transit_FINAL.pdf]  

Sensitive Security Information (SSI): Designation, Markings and Control, Resource Document for Transit Agencies

The U.S. Federal Transit Administration has released a report that examines resource information for identification and handling of information pertaining to transit systems and transit operations whose dissemination should be controlled and protected for security reasons through the use of designating this information as Sensitive Security Information (SSI).  Online  [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/publications/security/FTA%20SSI_040609/Final%20FTA%20SSI_040609.pdf] 
Successes in Stewardship Newsletter, April 2009
The April issue of FHWA's "Successes in Stewardship" Newsletter is now available at:  [http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/apr09nl.asp]  This issue's feature story is: "FHWA Hosts Environmental Consultation Peer Exchange on Successful Coordination Practices."  Online [http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/index.asp].
Technologies That Complement Congestion Pricing - A Primer
The U.S. Federal Highway Administration has released a report that explores ways that technology can be used for congestion pricing by supporting the traveler's decision to change travel time, travel mode, and travel route.  The Congestion Pricing Primer Series is part of FHWA’s outreach efforts to introduce the various aspects of congestion pricing to decision-makers and transportation professionals in the United States.  The aim of the primer series is to provide an overview of the key elements of congestion pricing, to illustrate the multidisciplinary aspects and skill sets required to analyze and implement congestion pricing, and to provide an entry point for practitioners and others interested in engaging in the congestion-pricing dialogue.  Online  at [http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop08043/cp_prim3_01.htm]

Transit Security Update - TCRP Synthesis 80 
This synthesis explores transit-related counterterrorism and anti-crime security measures and practices; examines crime and security incident trends; and highlights other topics, including major issues and obstacles to security and policing management.  The report is an update to TCRP Synthesis of Transit Practice 21: Improving Transit Security, which did not address terrorism.  Online at [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=6]  

Transportation Conformity Highlights: March 2009
The U.S. Federal Highway Administration has released the latest issue of its Transportation Conformity Highlights newsletter.  The monthly newsletter is designed to keep conformity stakeholders up to date on issues related to transportation conformity. This issue features the new FHWA Home Page (www.fhwa.dot.gov).  The redesigned website provides a more up-to-date look and highlights key information. The new page features the agency’s ARRA implementation efforts and provides easy access to the many resources FHWA has developed to assist State and local governments with its implementation. Links to the latest VMT data, status of the Highway Trust Fund and other good information are more easily accessible. Online at [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conformity/high0309.htm]
Travel Training for Student Success:  The Route to Achieving Post-Secondary Student Outcomes

This report is a practical guide for School Administrators developed by Easter Seals Project ACTION with contributions from Education, Disability, and Transportation Professionals. The 23-page booklet offers multiple examples from across the United States of how schools are making travel training services available to their students. These initiatives range from offering travel training services directly through school district personnel, to enrolling students in travel training programs offered by the local transportation provider or a human service agency.  Online at  [http://projectaction.easterseals.com/site/PageServer?pagename=ESPA_resources_supporting_young_adults_TravelTraining]
Vision for High-Speed Rail in America
The Federal Railroad Administration has released a report that explores the U.S. Department of Transportation's strategic plan for high-speed rail.  President Obama supports the new transportation vision and proposes to help address the Nation’s transportation challenges by investing in an efficient, high-speed passenger rail network of 100- to 600-mile intercity development models with a 21st century solution that focuses on a clean, energy-efficient option.  Developing a comprehensive high-speed intercity passenger rail network will require a long-term commitment at both the Federal and State levels. The President proposes to jump-start the process with the $8 billion down payment provided in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and a high-speed rail grant program of $1 billion per year (proposed in his fiscal year (FY) 2010 budget).  More Online  [http://www.fra.dot.gov/Downloads/RRdev/hsrstrategicplan.pdf]
INTERNATIONAL 
2008 Right-Of-Way and Utilities International Scanning Tour - Australia and Canada
The U.S. Federal Highway Administration has released a report that examines Australian and Canadian practices on right-of-way and utility processes, and its applicability for implementation in the United States. More Online [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/realestate/scans/rowutilint08.htm]
Impact Assessment of EU Regulation to Reduce Carbon Dioxide Emissions from New Passenger Cars
The U.K. Department of Transport has released a report that explores ways to improve new car fuel efficiency standards, as related to a proposed European Union Regulation on car carbon dioxide emissions.  Online at [http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/closed/co2emissions/fia.pdf]
Project for Public Spaces Does Parking Day!

Posted by Robin Lester in Parks, Places in the News, Transportation & Streets  
Park(ing) Day is an international event that reclaims over 200 parking spots in 50 cities around the world and transforms them into engaging public spaces for one day a year. In NYC, this event creates small, temporary public spaces that provide a breath of relief from the auto-clogged reality of the city. For more info on the event, visit http://parkingdaynyc.org/] 
Reclaiming City Streets for People: Chaos or Quality of Life?
The Active Living Resource Center has released a report that explores ways to plan public spaces in order to eliminate road traffic for pedestrians.  This new handbook sets out some case studies where road space has been reallocated for other uses. The study looks to new ways that attractive and popular public areas can be created on sites that were once blocked by regular traffic jams. If these are properly planned, they need not result in road traffic chaos.  As the most urbanized continent in the world, Europe needs to be freed from car traffic and to reclaim urban spaces into accessible, vibrant living places. Today over 80 percent of Europe’s population live in towns and cities; at the same time car use is growing. More Online at [http://ec.europa.eu/environment/pubs/pdf/streets_people.pdf]
Results of the Survey of Research & Development 2008 – Japan

The objective of the Survey is to provide basic materials for promoting science and technology in Japan by studying the research and development (R&D) activities actually carried out in Japan.  The survey covers business enterprises, non-profit institutions and public organizations, and universities and colleges.  More Online [http://www.stat.go.jp/english/data/kagaku/index.htm]
A Streetcar Now for City of Tomorrow

ONTARIO - After years of anticipation, the Toronto Transit Commission will announce later this month whether Bombardier or Siemens Canada has won a record-breaking contract to replace its aging streetcars.  At $1.25 billion to $3 billion, the buy will be the biggest ever by a Canadian city, and among the largest light-rail-vehicle orders in the world.  More than big money is riding on the deal. This contract is all about the two urgent urban concerns of 2009:  the jobs of today and the city of tomorrow. It could prop up the foundering economy of Thunder Bay, where Bombardier has a plant.  Online at [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=8449]  
First Wind Turbine

Toronto-based GO Transit launched its first wind turbine on Tuesday at the system's Lisgar Station to showcase its green initiatives for Earth Day.  It's the first wind turbine for a transit agency in the Greater Toronto Hamilton Area. Located in Mississauga, the 102-foot-high wind turbine generates up to 50 kilowatts of power and could produce up to 80 percent of the station's power needs.  The agency also showcased two of GO Transit's environmentally responsible transportation options -- a 78-seat double-decker bus and a 45-foot hybrid bus, both equipped with bike racks. Starting April 25, customers will see bike racks on all GO buses.  Online at [`http://www.metro-magazine.com/Channel/Bus-Transit/News/Story/2009/04/GO-Transit-unveils-first-wind-turbine.aspx]

French Giant Buys Control of Hong Kong's Trams 

South China Morning Post 

CHINA - A French multinational is taking over the running of Hong Kong's famed tramways after buying a 50 per cent stake in the business from conglomerate Wharf (Holdings).  Announcing the deal yesterday, the two companies said they aimed to "bring new impetus to keep the system on track well [into its] second century of operation". They said existing services would continue.  The French company, Veolia Transport, did not say how much it paid for its stake but that it was "far less than 100 million euros ($1HK.04 billion)".  It has an option to buy the other 50 per cent of the company.  More Online  [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=8360]
Greening with LEED Ratings

Metro Magazine, April 2009, p.34.  The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System is becoming rather popular.  The Metro Magazine article ‘How Transit is Rethinking Green’ discusses the LEED Green Building Rating system, including the 18 transit-related projects that have received LEED certification.  

LEED is a third-party certification program and the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction and operation of high performance green buildings. LEED gives building owners and operators the tools they need to have an immediate and measurable impact on their buildings’ performance. LEED promotes a whole-building approach to sustainability by recognizing performance in five key areas of human and environmental health: sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.  More Online [http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?CMSPageID=222]
Great Places, Great Cities 2009 Conference
Project for Public Spaces (PPS) is co-sponsoring Great Places, Great Cities 2009, a two-day conference that turns the question of sustainability towards public spaces this June 4-5 in Glasgow, Scotland.  Hosted by PPS' partner Greenspace Scotland, the conference will engage attendees from around the world. Greenspace Scotland is an independent charitable company working with a wide range of national and local partners to improve the quality of life of people living and working in urban Scotland through the planning, development and sustainable management of urban spaces. Greenspace has been a strong partner in advancing the principles of Placemaking throughout Scotland. 

Great Places, Great Cities 2009 will feature a program of themed presentations, study tours, workshops and a range of keynote speakers, including PPS representatives. The wide range of topics will include discussions on green infrastructure, transforming cities through people-focused spaces, the role of civic leaders and communities in delivering sustainable cities and more.  Online  [http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/default.asp?page=482]   

Greenspace Scotland -Website 

Greenspace Scotland is an independent charitable company that works with a wide range of national and local partners to improve the quality of life of people living and working in urban Scotland through the planning, development and sustainable management of greenspaces.  greenspace scotland  activities include policy advocacy, partnership development and support, research, enabling and sharing practice.  greenspace scotland’s goal is “everyone living and working in urban Scotland has easy access to quality greenspaces that meet local needs and improve their quality of life.”  More Online [http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/default.asp?page=3]

Greenspaces are the  ['green lungs' ] of  Scotland’s towns and cities contributing to improving people's physical and mental health by providing places for informal recreation - walking, cycling, sitting, socializing and children's play - and 'breathing spaces' to take time out from the stresses of modern life. 
Placemaking Scotland

Placemaking Scotland is a joint initiative between Project for Public Spaces (PPS) (New York) and greenspace scotland to promote the concept of Placemaking within a Scottish context.  Placemaking is an approach to revitalize public spaces, developed by Project for Public Spaces (PPS).  In 2006, greenspace scotland entered into a partnership with PPS to work on Placemaking in Scotland. Placemaking transforms abandoned public areas and other failed places into quality and vibrant community public places.   More Online http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/default.asp?page=3
In 2006, greenspace scotland entered into a partnership with PPS to work on Placemaking. Placemaking transforms abandoned public areas and other deteriorating places into quality community public places.  
More Online http://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/default.asp?page=3
U.N. Launches Library Of World's Knowledge

PARIS, April 20 -- A globe-spanning U.N. digital library seeking to display and explain the wealth of all human cultures has gone into operation on the Internet, serving up mankind's accumulated knowledge in seven languages for students around the world. 

James H. Billington, the librarian of Congress who launched the project four years ago, said the ambition was to make available on an easy-to-navigate site, free for scholars and other curious people anywhere, a collection of primary documents and authoritative explanations from the planet's leading libraries.  The site (http://www.wdl.org) has put up the Japanese work that is considered the first novel in history.   More Online 

[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/20/AR2009042001324.html] 
Vehicle Manufacturers Are Leading Intelligent Transportation Systems Efforts with Obstacle Detection Systems Launching in 2009

LONDON - March 30, 2009.  Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) have been under development for more than a decade. While the promise of road-infrastructure based traffic management is still years away, some car manufacturers are moving ahead with autonomous radar-based obstacle detection systems increasing the safety of both drivers and pedestrians. Online  (Scroll down) at [http://www.abiresearch.com/press/1399-Vehicle+Manufacturers+are+Leading+Intelligent+Transportation+Systems+Efforts+with+Obstacle+Detection+Systems+Launching+in+2009]
RESEARCH NEWS & RESOURCES 
Map: Trends in Transit

See how Americans are relying more on transit, and how investment in transit can stimulate our economy.  Online  [http://www.edf.org/page.cfm?tagID=28684]
Choose the data you would like to view:
[image: image2.wmf]Cities with growing transit ridership (2008 trips vs. 2007 trips) 
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An Ambit-Based Activity Model for Evaluating Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Policies

The Mineta Transportation Institute has released a report that examines greenhouse gas emission reduction policies.  This study presents an Ambit-Based Activity Model (A-BAM) for evaluating Green House Gas (GHG) emission reduction policies that are being considered for implementation in the transportation sector in the wake of more stringent emission reduction targets envisaged in post-Kyoto international climate treaty. The study demonstrates how A-BAM can be used to estimate the effectiveness of reducing GHG emissions from multiple policy interventions from year to year in a given geographical area. Full text Online at: 

[http://transweb.sjsu.edu/mtiportal/research/publications/documents/An%20Ambit-Based%20Activity%20Model%20%20(Complete).pdf]  
Bus Transit Channel - New

Metro Magazine new Bus Transit Channel offers insight on bus systems, including original research, breaking news on funding, extensions, equipment, as well as local and federal legislation. Learn how advances in fare collection systems and bus routing, scheduling and tracking are being implemented to increase efficiencies and improve customer satisfaction in the bus transit industry. Review fuel saving strategies and alternative fuel options being used to counter increased energy prices and meet new emission standards.  More Online [http://www.metro-magazine.com/Channel/Bus-Transit.aspx]
Connecting Communities Public Transportation Emergency Preparedness Workshop

The FTA Connecting Communities Public Transportation Emergency Preparedness Workshop is designed to improve public agency interoperability during incidents nationwide. The workshop aims to foster dialogue and planning efforts between transit systems, emergency service agencies, and other emergency management partners. Connecting Communities opens the line of communication among agencies to ensure a streamlined, efficient response to all levels of emergency.  Workshops will be conducted nationwide.  The free two-day workshop will be conducted in the following areas in May and June 2009: 
· May 4-5, 2009 --Cleveland, OH Region Cole Center, Cleveland State University
3100 Chester Avenue, Cleveland, OH.  8:30am-5:00pm.  For more information, download the Cleveland, OH  Area workshop flyer
· May 27 - 28, 2009--Chicago, IL Region, Triton College/Cook County Sheriff's Police Training Academy, 2000 N. 5th Avenue, River Grove, IL, 8:30am-5:00pm
Area workshop flyer
· June 16-17, 2009--Dallas/Forth Worth, TX Region, North Central Texas Council of Governments, 616 Six Flags Drive, Arlington, TX .  Area workshop flyer for this workshop will be posted here soon.

In addition, FTA will be conducting Connecting Communities Public Transportation Emergency Preparedness Workshops in 2009 at the following locations:  San Diego, CA; Mobile, AL; and Boulder, CO.  Dates TBD  More [[http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/training/ConnectingCommunities/EmergencyPreparedness.asp]
Public Transportation Participation Pilot Program

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is currently sponsoring applied research that will develop innovative approaches to improving public participation in the planning of public transportation.  This research is part of the Public Transportation Participation Pilot Program (PTP Program), created as part of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).  FTA Contacts: Ms. Kimberly Goins, FTA's Office of Planning and Environment, Tel. 202.366.8522, [kimberly.goins@dot.gov],   and Mr. Victor Austin, FTA's Office of Planning and Environment, Tel. 202.366.2996, [Victor.Austin@dot.gov ].  More Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/planning/programs/planning_environment_5925.html]
Cloud Computing Moves into Public Safety

April 16, 2009.  Cloud computing has made inroads into state and local public safety communications with the rollout of a software-as-a-service solution to link radio systems.

Cloud computing offers  to provider, to provide interoperability-as-a-service solutions powered by cloud computing to state and local agencies.  In cloud computing, tasks are moved off agencies’ servers and onto shared data centers accessed via the Internet.  Emphasized was the cost-effectiveness of its solution compared with hardware-enabled interoperability. Public safety agencies currently can buy patchworking or bridging devices that patch together different radio systems, build advanced radio systems, or use cell phones or satellite phones as backups. The cloud-computing solution will allow the fire, police, emergency management and other public agencies to connect their private push-to-talk radio systems, extending their access not only to others within their agency, but also to neighboring agencies, when authorized.  Online [http://www.1105newsletters.com/t.do?id=2559077:10193165] 

Complete America’s Streets Website

[Complete Streets.org]   

Let’s Complete America’s Streets has put forth a call to complete America’s streets in the cities and towns, providing safe access for all users—whether young or old, motorist or bicyclist, walker or wheelchair user, bus rider or shopkeeper. America’s city streets ought to be for everyone.   Complete Streets are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. A movement is growing to complete the streets in communities across the country.  States, cities and towns are asking their planners, engineers and designers to build road networks that welcome all citizens.  More Online [http://www.completestreets.org/]  
Intransition –Transportation Planning, Practice & Progress

InTransition is a non-profit, semi-annual e-magazine published by the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA) in Partnership with the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT).  Under-reported research, innovative approaches to addressing transportation problems, and the exchange of ideas between academic disciplines is what this magazine offers.  This 2009 edition of InTransition:  Transportation Planning, Practice, and Progress, is available Online.  It offers articles on transportation issues, research and trends, as well as information and analysis relevant to researchers, policy makers, engineers, advocates, administrators, planners and others in the transportation field.  This Winter 2009 edition contains the following articles: 1)  The Bus Route to Redevelopment; 2) Reinventing the Wheel—Designers Worldwide Focus on Gas-Free Alternative Transportation Systems; 3) Green is the New Blacktop—Companies, Cities Experiment with Eco-Friendly Surface Materials; 4) Research Exchange, and more.  Online at [http://www.intransitionmag.org].  See also [The Light Rail-BRT Debate].  
Introducing TRISworld –The New International Database

TRISworld is a new product for the Transportation Research Board (TRB) sponsors.    TRISworld combines the records from TRB's TRIS Database and the English language records from the OECD's ITRD (International Transport Document Database). TRISworld provides access to over 700,000 records of published transportation research worldwide.  FTA and other operating administrations and others are long-time sponsors of TRIS – Transportation Research Information Services.  FTA personnel are authorized already to access TRISworld.  For comments or questions, contact Barbara Post at bpost@nas.edu.  Sponsors of TRB can log into TRISworld at [http://trisworld.trb.org] and search the database from their desktop.

Nashville MTA Articulated Hybrid Buses Enter Service

The Nashville Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) debuted its new fleet of six 60-foot, articulated hybrid buses Tuesday, April 14.  Nashville Mayor Karl Dean and several others took a ride on one of the new buses as they were officially put into service.  

The new buses operate with an alternate fuel system, possess the latest in passenger features and should help to alleviate the standing-room only issue on some of MTA’s most popular routes--according to agency officials. The new technology is ideal for regular route and bus rapid transit (BRT) applications. MTA CEO Paul J. Ballard said.   Online at [http://www.metro-magazine.com/Channel/BRT/News/Story/2009/04/Nashville-MTA-articulated-hybrid-buses-begin-service.aspx]  

National Resource Center for Human Service Transportation Coordination
NRC-Transportation-dot-Org: Your One-Stop Center for Coordination Resources
This website, maintained by the National Resource Center for Human Service Transportation Coordination (NRC) contains over one hundred regional coordination plans, as well as information about the National Consortium on the Coordination of Human Services Transportation, the United We Ride coordination ambassadors, and other NRC technical assistance providers. The NRC provides technical assistance to improve transportation services and coordination.  NRC also provides information and advice about public transportation and coordination of transit and medical care, employment, education and services for senior citizens and people with disabilities. NRC  can provide a roadmap of what assistance and resources are available to help out your community.   Online at [http://www.nrctransportation.org/]
New Bus Transit Channel at Metro Magazine Website

The Bus Transit Channel offers insight on bus systems, including original research, breaking news on funding, extensions, equipment, as well as local and federal legislation. Learn how advances in fare collection systems and bus routing, scheduling and tracking are being implemented to increase efficiencies and improve customer satisfaction in the bus transit industry. Review fuel saving strategies and alternative fuel options being used to counter increased energy prices and meet new emission standards.  More Online at [http://www.metro-magazine.com/Channel/Bus-Transit.aspx]  
New Era Dawns for Community Transportation Expo 2009 - Brochure
Community Transportation Association of America is sponsoring Expo 2009, A New Era Dawns for Community Transportation, in Providence, RI • May 31-June 5.  The Expo features outstanding training, technical assistance and networking opportunities for all who attend.  EXPO is a learning conference first and foremost. CTAA has scheduled a series of one-, two-, and three-day Intensive Training Sessions designed to offer full immersion in the topic at hand, taught by experts. More Online http://www.ctaa.org  [http://web1.ctaa.org/webmodules/webarticles/articlefiles/expobro.pdf]  

New Venture to Offer Comprehensive Strategic Guidance for Capital Transportation Projects 

A trio of high profile former federal transportation and transit industry officials has joined forces to provide comprehensive strategic advisory services to private industry, state transportation departments, and transit operators poised to implement billions in federal and state funding obligated to capital transportation projects, as well as funds obtained through the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act, which President Obama signed into law on Feb. 17, 2009. 
The new venture, Spartan Solutions, Inc., will help private and public sector clients seeking to participate in major capital transportation projects to navigate a highly challenging and rapidly evolving business and regulatory climate.  Spartan Solutions’ founders possess the experience and knowledge that’s required to address the conditions of today’s business climate—while also looking down the road. They are equipped to advise clients on a full spectrum of necessary services…More Online at [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=8446]

Not-in-Traffic Surveillance 2007 - Highlights
The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has released a traffic safety facts statistical summary that explores the Not-in-Traffic Surveillance (NiTS) system. The Not-in-Traffic Surveillance system is a virtual data col​lection system designed to provide counts and details regarding fatalities and injuries that occur in nontraffic crashes and in non-crash incidents. The NiTS 2007 system produced an overall an​nual estimate of 1,747 fatalities and 841,000 injuries in nontraffic crashes and noncrash incidents.  More Online [http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/DOT/NHTSA/NCSA/Content/NiTS/811085.pdf]
Performance Measures — A Case Study in Progress Webinar

When:  May 6, 2009     Time:  1:00–2:30 P.M. ET    Cost:  All T3s are free of charge

For more information and to register: Go to [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/t3/s090506_perfmeas.asp]    

Presenters will describe the reason, vision and process for updating their current performance measures report.  The intent of this T3 webinar is to share the successes and pitfalls as well as to stress the importance of a holistic approach to measuring performance.  Audience for this Webinar includes transportation professionals responsible for developing and using performance measures that support improvement of Traffic Management Centers.  Participants will be exposed to the following learning objectives: 1) A reusable framework for development of Traffic Management Center performance measures;  20 An understanding of the difference between Outcome and Output performance measures; and much more.  T3 Webinars are sponsored  by the ITS Professional Capacity Building, a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s ITS Program.  Visit the ITS PCB website for more information about T3 webinars and other ITS learning opportunities: [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/default.asp].  Contact the T3 Administrator]  
Phoenix: Light Rail Opens, Ridership Soars 
Phoenix, Arizona – On 27 December 2008, Phoenix opened the USA's latest totally new rail transit system – its $1.4-billion, 20-mile light rail transit (LRT) starter line, with 28 stations, connecting northern Phoenix with its eastern suburbs of Tempe and Mesa. So far, the new light rail seems to be on track to meet or beat its ridership projections for the year..  More Online  [http://www.lightrailnow.org/] 

Project for Public Spaces Website

Placemaking is an approach to revitalizing public spaces, developed by Project for Public Spaces (PPS).  PPS is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating and sustaining public spaces that build communities. PPS is renowned worldwide for its work with communities, transforming uninspiring public spaces into vibrant, meaningful places at the heart of a neighbourhood.  With over 30 years experience in Placemaking, they provide technical assistance, education and research through programs in parks, plazas and central squares, buildings and public markets and have worked in over 1,000 communities in the United States and around the world. Some of their more renowned projects include: Bryant Park in New York; Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore; Logan Circle, Philadelphia. (more information) 
Private Sector Zips Past Government in Recovery Act Tracking

By Robert Brodsky rbrodsky@govexec.com April 16, 2009 

The charter for the Obama administration's Recovery.gov Website is to allow every citizen to monitor the progress of economic stimulus spending. It's an ambitious goal, and one that government might not reach for some time.  But a private sector company boasts it already has created a site that meets the government's objectives.

On March 31, Seattle-based Onvia launched Recovery.org, a site capable of tracking every dollar of federal, state and local Recovery Act spending in real time, according to company officials. Onvia developed Recovery.org to bring unprecedented transparency and accountability to recovery spending and ensure that every business regardless of size has equal access to the projects associated with the recovery efforts.   More Online [http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=42504&dcn=e_gvet] .  Also Online 
Recovery.org chart of jobs by state: [http://www.recovery.org/Estimated_Effect_On_Jobs.aspx ]
Public Meeting on IntelliDriveSM Proof of Concept (POC) Results and Findings Scheduled for May 19, 2009 in Novi, Michigan

WASHINGTON, DC, April 6, 2009 – The first several years of research on the IntelliDriveSM program* culminated in Proof of Concept (POC) testing in 2008.  POC testing began with laboratory, garage, and track tests leading to several months of testing on a real world testbed located in Michigan. Twenty-five (25) specially-equipped vehicles were used in conjunction with over 50 fixed roadside units deployed as infrastructure along freeways and arterials outside of Detroit, Michigan. The POC tested the ability of wireless Dedicated Short Range Communications to enable interoperable vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure transactions for a suite of safety and mobility applications.   
The meeting is targeted to transportation professionals interested in IntelliDriveSM program, including toll authority and operations personnel, traffic engineers, and their managers.  For registration and conference information: [http://www.itsa.org/intellidrivesm_poc.html] or contact Chris Lane at clane@itsa.org or Brei Whitty at bwhitty@itsa.org . The electronic registration version will be up soon.
Return to Futurama

World . Architecture. Energy. Environment. Futurism. Lincoln Blog 

2 May 2009 - 5:00am - At the 1939 World's Fair, one of the most popular exhibits was the Futurama, sponsored by GM and portraying a dazzling society of skyscrapers and freeways. Today, a group of architects, engineers and planners are creating a new Futurama.  The group met at the Pocantico Conference Center at Tarrytown, N.Y. to consider the merits of putting on a new Futurama – a vision of what life might be like in 2050, when more sustainable arrangements are likely to be in place.  Read more Online [http://www.planetizen.com/node/38595]
The Transit Wire Website*
TRB's Transit Cooperative Research Program has developed a new website designed to highlight state-of-the-art technologies used in the public transportation industry. The goal of the new website is to present timely information useful to transit properties, government agencies, researchers, consultants, and vendors. The Transit Cooperative Research Program is sponsored by the Federal Transit Administration, administered and managed by the Transportation Research Board (TRB).  

Online [http://www.thetransitwire.com/] 
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