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SPECIAL
IT Dashboard – Journey toward Transparency & Accountability  
On May 27, 2009 the Federal Chief Information Officer announced the new IT Dashboard platform. The IT Dashboard provides the public and federal agencies with an Online window into the details of Federal information technology (IT) investments and provides users with the ability to track the progress of investments over time.  The dashboard was built to monitor more than $70 billion in government information technology spending, showing all contracts within every agency, and is one of the features of the redesigned USASpending.gov.  More Online at:  [http://www.usaspending.gov/]
The Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center

New Online Bus Testing Database is available at The Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center.  The Online Bus Database enables one to search for bus data and to obtain copies of bus test reports.  The Pennsylvania Transportation Institute at Penn State University is responsible for the operation of the Federal Transit Administration's New Model Bus Testing Program.  The Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center Website provides information on the program and its facilities at: [http://www.vss.psu.edu/btrc.htm 

North Carolina Town Receives "Livability" Award for Transit Program

June 29, 2009.  Town of Chapel Hill, North Carolina was awarded the First Place City Livability Award during the 2009 Mayors' City Livability Awards Program.  More than 200 cities were considered for the award, based on three criteria: mayoral leadership, creativity and innovation, and broad impact on the quality of life for residents.  Chapel Hill won top honors for creating the fare-free transit program.  Since Chapel Hill Transit became fare free in 2002, it has become the second-largest transit system in North Carolina. Ridership has risen from 3 million riders a year to over 7 million riders annually projected for 2009.  Online at: 

[http://www.metro-magazine.com/News/Story/2009/06/N-C-town-receives-livability-rd-for-transit-program.aspx]
Transportation and Urban Design – 3D Animations & Videos

Transportation and Urban Design is available Online.  It includes 3D animations of various projects such as California High Speed Rail, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), Streetcars, Houston Light Rail, K Street Busway, Traffic Simulation, and more  [http://www.nc3d.com/transportation]

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
Florida’s Center for Intermodal Transportation Safety & Security 

Project FL-26-7102-01 

Funding:  $2,899,500.00
Schedule:  February 2009 – February 2011
  
Performer:    Florida Atlantic University


         777 Glades Rd. Bldg. # 36 Rm. 214   


         Boca Raton, Florida  33431

Contact:   Evangelos I. Kaisar, Ph.D.     Tel: 561-297-4084     Fax: 561-297-0493

FTA Project Monitor: Roy Chen, TRI
Fax  202-366-3765 

Email:   [RoyWeishun.Chen @dot.gov]
Description.  This project supports the continuing efforts of the State University System of Florida in the establishment of the Center for Intermodal Transportation Safety & Security. The Center is designed to address the potential threat of terrorism affecting the safety and general economic welfare of Florida’s population and its transportation-based infrastructure. A real-time simulation system will be established for creating computer-based digital visualizations of transit systems, railroads, seaports, and airports for the purpose of planning, engineering, management and security activities, using 3-D and 4-D modeling and simulation.  The Center’s primary mission is to support initiatives by the state to protect and encourage the economic vitality of Florida by preventing both terrorism and transportation gridlock.  
Subway Train Location Overlay System 

Project MA-26-7122 
Funding:  $400,000
 
Schedule:  June 2009 – June 2010  
  
Performer:   Edge Velocity Corporation 


41 Dayton Street, Danvers, Massachusetts 0192301015 
Contact:  Paula Beauregard   

Phone:  978-304-0142   

FTA Project Monitor:  Terrell Williams, TRI  
Fax:  202.366.3765  

Email:   [Terrell.Williams@dot.gov]]       

Description   The objective of this project is to support the efforts of Edge Velocity and the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) to improve rail safety, security and communications for trains in subway environments.  Edge Velocity will develop a subway train location overlay system that will accurately locate trains in subterranean environments.  Off-the-shelf and legacy technologies will be used to develop secured proprietary technologies to meet the requirements to communicate train location. MBTA will provide the subway environment for testing this technology.  
Mobility Services for all Americans: Travel Management Coordination Center – Phase 2 Project Management Plan  

Project SC-26-7003 
Funding:  $680,000     
Schedule:  January 2009 - September 2010  
  
Performer:   Lower Savannah Council of Governments


Po Box 850, Aiken, South Carolina  29802 
Contact:  Lynda Bassham   

Phone:  803-649-7981    

FTA Project Monitor:  Aletha Goodine, TRI   
Fax:  202.366.3765  

Email:   [Aletha.Goodine@dot.gov]        

Description.  The objective of this project is to enable the Lower Savannah Council of Governments (LSCOG) to assist in the development and deployment of a Travel Management Coordination Center (TMCC) as part of the United We Ride (UWR) and Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA) Initiative – Phase 2.  The expected results from this phase of the Initiative is to have three replicable and scalable TMCCs that will demonstrate enhanced human service transportation across a variety of operational environments and scenarios.
REPORT TO CONGRESS

Report to Congress: Transit Green Building Action Plan  

As directed, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) developed and submitted a transit facility green building action plan to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations.
  This plan includes an analysis of green rating systems that would be suitable for transit projects; an overview of certified green building transit projects; an inventory of relevant assistance that could be provided to transit agencies; and planned FTA actions, timelines and resources to encourage green building in FTA programs.  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/publications/publications_5836.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fta.dot.gov/research" 
]

Report to Congress: Rail Modernization Study

The Federal Transit Administration submitted its Rail Modernization Study to the United States Congress as required.  The report assesses the level of capital investment required to attain and maintain a state of good repair (SGR) for the Nation’s seven largest rail transit operators. The study estimates the total value of the existing backlog of over-age assets at these agencies. It also considers reinvestment needs within the context of past levels of Federal funding support as well as potential changes to the current Federal program.  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/publications/publications_5836.html]
FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER
U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Conference

 The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the United States Council on Independent Living (USICD), and the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) hosted an international conference dedicated to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its impact on the transit industry on July 27th and 28th, 2009.  Contact [Julia.Eason@dot.gov]
U.S./Africa Workshops on Developing Sustainable Transportation Systems
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) of the U.S. Department of Transportation, The East African Community, the Technology Transfer Center in Namibia, and the Conference of Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO) will be hosting workshops on Developing Sustainable Transportation Systems, in Arusha, Tanzania on August 26-27, 2009 and in Windhoek, Namibia on August 31-September 2, 2009.  These regional, multi-modal workshops will address significant transportation issues facing the East African Community and the Southern African Development Community.  FTA Contacts:  Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov and/or Kay.Nordstrom@dot.gov . 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY
Economic Recovery – Yes, We Are!

For more information, go to [http://www.transportation.org/?siteid=99]
Site Maps Stimulus Spending

July 17, 2009.  The federal Recovery.gov Website now offers new mapping features that provide an overview of economic stimulus law spending by state, federal department and recipient.  The maps show how much funding is being distributed to each state, how much funding is being provided to each state by each federal department, how the funding is flowing to individual contractors, and how many jobs are being created in the locations.  More Online  [http://fcw.com/articles/2009/07/17/recovery-web-site-debuts-new-maps.aspx?s=fcwdaily_200709] or [http://www.recovery.gov/]

The States and the Stimulus: Are they using it to Create Jobs and 21st Century Transportation? - A Report

A new report released June 29, 2009 by Smart Growth America found that Pennsylvania is positioning itself to invest in a 21st century transportation system by clearing a significant backlog of highway system repair and maintenance projects.  Based on official data of the states’ American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) transportation funding decisions thus far, the report indicates that some states are missing the opportunity to make progress on transportation, and that Pennsylvania projects set positive example for “Fix it First.”  Online [The States and The Stimulus: Are they using it to create jobs and 21st Century Transportation?]  [http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org]
The Transit Wire – Information on Emerging Transit Technology 
The Transit Wire has added a new page with links to resources for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  You’ll see the tab in the main menu at the top of every page.   Links include federal economic recovery sites, individual state sites, and other industry resources.  The Transit Wire is a Transportation Research Board TCRP product.    Online [http://www.thetransitwire.com/economic-recovery-resources/]
ENERGY & CLIMATE CHANGE
AASHTO’s  New Website - Real Transportation Solutions for Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Washington D.C.  AASHTO Press Release.  Monday  July 27, 2009.  (202) 624-3690 
A new Website is being launched by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) to highlight strategies to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from transportation.  The Website, Real Transportation Solutions for Green House Gas Emissions, includes best practices, state examples, research findings, and links to other climate change information sites. AASHTO's new Website also provides information on four basic strategies.  Also available Online is the companion brochure.  To download the report and to access the Website go to [http://www.transportation1.org/RealSolutions
Increased Investment for Public Transportation Needed in Climate Bill

Statement by William Millar, President, American Public Transportation Association, Regarding New Transportation Agreement in Climate Bill— The American Public Transportation Association (APTA), urges Congress to provide significantly more investment for public transportation to address the serious global warming challenges facing our country today.  More Online [http://www.apta.com/media/releases/090626_energy_bill.cfm]
Public Transportation’s Role in Responding to Climate Change

This paper details public transportation’s role in responding to the challenge of climate change.  The FTA collects and analyzes National Transit Database data from across the country on public transportation fuel use, vehicles deployed, rides taken, and other key metrics.  This data, combined with information from the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, provides valuable insight into the relative impacts of automobile, truck, SUV, and public transportation travel on the production of greenhouse gas emissions.  National level data show significant greenhouse gas emission savings by use of public transportation.  This paper presents an analysis of the data and frames it in a broader context.  It concludes with a description of FTA actions that address climate change.

Online at: [http://www.fta.dot.gov/planning/planning_environment_9051.html]

FEDERAL RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Controlling System Costs: Basic and Advanced Scheduling Manuals and Contemporary Issues in Transit Scheduling, TCRP Report 135

TCRP Report 135 is an update to the 1998 TCRP Report 30: Transit Scheduling: Basic and Advanced Manual and addresses contemporary issues in transit scheduling.  TCRP 135 provides information on available scheduling tools and techniques and their capabilities, along with guidance to transit agencies on a variety of scheduling issues.  Results of this research may be used by new or experienced schedulers, planners, operating managers, and chief executive officers.  Note: TCRP 30, published in 1998, was the first documentation of transit scheduling practices since the American Public Transportation Association published the Manual of Transit Scheduling in 1947.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=1]

Appendixes to TCRP Report 135: Controlling System Cost: Basic and Advanced Scheduling Manuals and Contemporary Issues in Transit Scheduling.

Appendixes to TCRP Report 135 is published as TCRP Web-Only Document 45: Controlling System Costs: Basic and Advanced Scheduling Manuals and Contemporary Issues in Transit Scheduling.  
Demonstration of Enhanced Transportation Models: Phase I System Development and Design - Final Technical Report 

Report No FTA-GA-26-7005-2008.1.  The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) was one of eight communities in the United States that was selected to participate in the U.S. DOT Federal Transit Administration’s  Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA) Program.  This Phase 1 report summarizes the system development and design work conducted to support a Transportation Management Coordination Center (TMCC) for Human Service Transportation in the Atlanta region. It outlines the process undertaken, including a stakeholder discussion of lessons learned for Human Service Transportation coordination and technology application.  Online under Intelligent Transportation Systems – Mobility Services for All Americans [http://www.fta.dot.gov/research]

Demonstration of Enhanced Human Service Transportation Models: Phase 1 - System Development and Design

Report No. FTA-KY-26-7263-2009.1 is a publication of the Federal Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA) program—one of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 11 Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) initiatives.  This Phase 1 report provides a comprehensive review of the policy, operational, and technical design and development of the Purchase Area Transportation Management Coordination Center (TMCC) for Western Kentucky.  The TMCC will facilitate consumer access to transportation and human service information and referral services in the eight county region.  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/assistance/research/research_10194.html]
First Amendment Implications for Transit Facilities: Speech, Advertising, and Loitering, TCRP Legal Research Digest 29

TCRP Legal Research Digest 29 provides an analytical legal synthesis of available regulations, statutes, policies, and case decisions pertaining to permissible in impermissible restrictions on speech and expressive behavior at transit facilities and aboard transit vehicles; a discussion pertaining to sidewalks and transit facilities as public fora; attempts to regulate advertising on public property; and a discussion of the enforcement of anti-loitering and anti-panhandling regulations on or near transit facilities.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=10] 

Guide the Ride – Smart Moves Regional Transit Vision:  Public Transportation Participation Pilot Program.  Final Evaluation Report
Report No. FTA-MO-26-1001-2009.1. The Federal Transit Administration’s Office of Planning & Environment released this final evaluation report “Guide the Ride (Smart Moves) Public Transportation Participation Program.“  The evaluation goal was to analyze the effectiveness and value of public engagement activities (associated with Smart Moves Regional Transit Vision) as measured by “levels of involvement, content, and costs associated with each activity.” The Smart Moves project sought to advance the state of the art in public participation by testing the effectiveness of plugging into an existing regional citizen engagement network and Website to solicit input on public transportation issues.   Guide the Ride participation process was designed not only to involve Kansas City area citizens but also to provide opportunities for coordination between area cities and major transit agencies like the Kansas City Area Transportation Authority (KCATA), Unified Government Transit, and Johnson County Transit.  The participation efforts provided input for the Mid-America Regional Council’s (MARC) update of the region’s vision for public transportation called Smart Moves: Regional Transit Vision.   Order from NTIS [http://www.ntis.gov]

Impacts of More Rigorous ADA Paratransit Eligibility Assessments on Riders with Disabilities Final Report

The Center for Urban Transportation Research at the University of South Florida (CUTR) conducted this research to document the changes that transit systems made to their ADA paratransit eligibility procedures and to determine the impacts these changes have had on riders with disabilities. This report provides a brief history and overview of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) complimentary paratransit regulations and services, summarizes increased demand and related agency ADA paratransit expenditures, documents recent trends and changes in the ADA complimentary paratransit eligibility processes, and provides a summary of the best practices related to ADA paratransit eligibility.  Online [http://www.nctr.usf.edu/projects/Year7/77721.html] 
Literature Review for Providing Access to Public Transportation Stations

TRB’s Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Web-Only Document 44: Literature Review for Providing Access to Public Transportation Stations describes the results of the literature review associated with a project that is examining various alternatives for providing access to and from stations of new and mature high-capacity public transportation systems, including heavy rail, light rail, commuter rail, and bus rapid transit. The Transit Cooperative Research Program Online [http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=10345&utm_medium=etmail&utm_source=Transportation%20Research%20Board&utm_campaign=TRB+E-Newsletter+-+05-05-2009&utm_content=Web&utm_term=]

Model Orlando Regionally Efficient Travel Management Coordination Center (MORE-TMCC) Final Report 

Report No. FTA-FL-26-7107-2008.1 for the “Model Orlando Regionally Efficient Travel Management Coordination Center (MORE-TMCC) Phase 1 System Design” project  presents a detailed review of the fifteen month process for designing a travel management coordination center (TMCC).   MORE-TMCC was one of eight demonstration sites selected to develop a system that is driven by the local community, provides travelers with points of access to transportation, supports coordinated operations and streamlines program management requirements and procedures. The methodology used and the lessons learned during the system design phase provide other agencies with best practices for the design of a similar system.  [Model Orlando Regionally Efficient Travel Management Coordination Center (MORE-TMCC) Final Report] 

Operational Test for the Implementation of Advanced Technologies in Rural Transit Service – Final Report 

Report No.  FTA-NC-26-7006-2009.1 serves as the final evaluation and the final report for the Eastern Carolina Council (ECC) Transit Coordination Project.  The purpose of this project was to assess the feasibility of implementing transit management software in the region with the goals of increasing efficiency, lowering operating costs, improving customer service, encouraging trip coordination between transit agencies, and providing participating rural transit agencies with technology more commonly found in larger transit systems.  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/assistance/research/research_8850.html] 
Portland Streetcar System Concept Plan, Public Review Draft

This study—Public Review Draft of the Portland Streetcar Concept Plan—will be available to public comment from July 1st to August 14, 2009. The study is partially funded by the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration, and City of Portland Bureau of Transportation.  It can be found Online at [http://www.portlandonline.com/transportation/streetcarsystemplan].  
Practical Measures to Increase Transit Advertising Revenues

This TCRP Report 133 provides strategies to significantly increase transit’s share of total advertising expenditures.  The report describes advertising decision makers’ perceptions about transit advertising products (current and future) and includes a strategic responsive communications plan and recommendations to improve those perceptions and increase transit revenue.  TCRP Report 133 will be helpful to transit agencies, transit marketers, transit advertising sales organizations, media planners, media buyers, and advertisers.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=1]  

Transportation Planning Update: Summer 2009
The U.S. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has released the latest issue of its quarterly newsletter designed to provide information to the transportation planning community.  Articles are written and submitted by FHWA and U.S. Federal Transit Administration staff  to promote the sharing of ideas, highlight good practices, and inform on current events.  Online URL: [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter/teams/planning/publications.cfm]

TCRP Legal Research Digest 28: Uses of Fees or Alternatives to Fund Transit

TRB’s Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Legal Research Digest 28: Uses of Fees or Alternatives to Fund Transit explores the use of impact fees for transit in the United States.  The report examines policy and legal considerations relating to the use of impact fees and developer exactions for transit, reviews various methodologies currently in use, and identifies cases that exemplify strategies transit agencies may pursue when considering impact fees as an alternative funding source.  [More]
United We Ride/Mobility Services for All Americans Joint Development Demonstration, Phase 1: System Planning and Design (South Carolina)

Report No. FTA-DC-26-7002-2008.1 details a review of the process of designing a travel management coordination center in the Lower Savannah Region (Aiken), South Carolina.  Lower Savannah Council of Governments of Aiken was awarded a planning grant as one of eight sites selected nationally for a USDOT Mobility Services for All Americans demonstration project to develop a system design process and design document for a regional Travel Management and Coordination Center (TMCC). The system design was to emphasize the important role transportation coordination among human service agencies and providers would play, as well as the important role played by Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS).  The Lower Savannah Regional TMCC model  provides the consumer with access not only to improved transportation options, but also access to comprehensive human service program information, referral and assistance by merging the functions of a TMCC with an existing Aging & Disability Resource Center..  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/assistance/research/research_8850.html]

United We Ride/MSAA Demonstration of Coordinated Human Service Transportation Models: Phase 1 - System Development and Design M-ITS: MART’s Integrated Traveler Services 

Report No. FTA-MA-26-7114-2008.1, Phase 1, documents the results of a sixteen month project for system development and design of a model for a Travel Management Coordination Center (TMCC) utilizing ITS capabilities for Montachusett Regional Transit Authority in Fitchburg, Massachusetts. 

Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/assistance/research/research_10051.html]  

Washington State Ferries Wireless Connection High-Speed Data Project 
Report No.  FTA-WA-26-7006-2009.1. The Washington State Ferries High Speed Data Project is designed to study the feasibility of providing technologies capable of very high data transmission rates for wireless networks in a mobile marine environment.  WSF is installing a high speed network infrastructure onboard vessels in an effort to improve ferry security and system monitoring.  This project explores ways to increase transmission rates, facilitate a larger number of real-time camera views and improve overall performance.  WSF operates the largest ferry system in the United States-22 vessels serving 20 terminals and the surrounding community. Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/assistance/research/research_8850.html]

Advanced Vehicle Technology Analysis and Evaluation Activities and Heavy Vehicle Systems Optimization Program – Annual Progress Report FY 2008
This is the U.S. Department of Energy’s Vehicle Technologies (VT) Program’s “Annual Progress Report for fiscal year 2008 for the Advanced Vehicle Technology Analysis and Evaluation (AVTAE) Activities and Heavy Vehicle Systems Optimization Program.” 
The prime objective of the AVTAE team activities is to evaluate VT Program targets and associated data that will enable the VT technology R&D teams to focus research on areas that will maximize the potential for fuel efficiency improvements and tailpipe emissions reduction.  Online at: [PDF 13.3 MB]  or [http://www1.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/technologies/systems/index.html]
Communicating the Value of Transportation Research Guidebook – NCHRP Report 610 

TRB's National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) Report 610: Communicating the Value of Transportation Research explores integrating communications throughout the research process and introduces new ways to think about communicating the value of research.  The document provides transportation researchers, planners, managers, and others with professional advice on how to design, plan and execute effective communication campaigns that convey the value of research projects or programs. The report examines the signs of good communications practices, the communication process, planning and evaluating communications efforts, and more.  Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_610.pdf]. 
Guidebook Overview  Online at URL: [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_610overview.pdf]

Communicating the Value of Research: Contractor's Final Report
NCHRP Web-Only Document 131: Communicating the Value of Transportation Research is the contractor's final report on the research associated with NCHRP Report 610: Communicating the Value of Transportation Research. [More]
Cooperative Research Programs Security, Emergency Management, and Infrastructure Protection.  Research Status Report 

Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Cooperative Research Program produces a table summarizing more than 80 security and emergency preparedness projects representing over $11 million in the contract research programs for state departments of transportation and the public transportation industry.  Updated monthly.  Online [http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=5078&utm_medium=etmail&utm_source=Transportation%20Research%20Board&utm_campaign=TRB+E-Newsletter+-+05-05-2009&utm_content=Web&utm_term=]
DOT Pandemic Flu Planning Guidelines
The U.S. Department of Transportation has released guidance for transportation sub-sectors to address severe pandemic influenza.  The guidelines include advice for aviation, highway and motor carrier, maritime, mass transit, and railroad sectors, and associated public-and-private sector businesses.  The sector-specific annexes accompany a report developed by the Department of Homeland Security on Pandemic Influenza Preparedness, Response, and Recovery Guide for Critical Infrastructure and Key Resources.  More Online [http://www.dot.gov/pandemicflu/]
High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Interim Program Guidance Published in the Federal Register on 6/23/2009 

On April 16, 2009, President Obama, together with Vice President Biden and Secretary of Transportation LaHood, announced a new vision for developing high-speed rail in America.   This interim guidance builds on this “Vision for High-Speed Rail ” by detailing the application requirements and procedures for obtaining funding for high-speed rail projects under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and the Department of Transportation Appropriations Acts of 2008 and 2009, while laying the foundation for a longer-term program to establish a network of high-speed rail corridors.   Online at:
[High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Interim Program Guidance published in the Federal Register on 6/23/2009]  

Integrated Vehicle-Based Safety System & Reports
An integrated countermeasure system could prevent over 48 percent of rear-end, run-off-road, and lane change crashes. Through the Integrated Vehicle-Based Safety Systems initiative, the U.S. DOT is seeking to establish a partnership with the automotive and commercial vehicle industries to accelerate the introduction of integrated vehicle-based safety systems into the Nation's vehicle fleet.  Integrated Vehicle-Based Safety System reports are available Online at:  [http://www.its.dot.gov/ivbss/index.htm]

Smart Grid System Report

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) released the first Smart Grid System Report, which examines smart grid deployments nationwide. The findings show that while many smart grid capabilities are just beginning to emerge, the adoption of various technologies—such as smart metering, automated substation controls, and distributed generation—is growing significantly. The report notes that smart grid capabilities are socially transformational.  See the full 84-page report (PDF 4.6 MB). 

Successes in Stewardship Newsletter, July 2009

U.S. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) released the July 2009 monthly Newsletter “Successes in Stewardship.”  The featured article is "The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: FHWA as a Leader in NEPA Reporting."  More Online at:  [http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/jul09nl.asp]. 

Tools to Aid State DOTs in Responding to Workforce Challenges

This NCHRP Report 636 is a guide to the selection of practical tools that officials of state departments of transportation (DOTs) can use in recruitment, development, and retention of a productive and effective workforce. The report describes available tools for managers to use and provides guidance for how to choose an effective tool for the task at hand.  The information will be useful to human resources personnel and DOT managers responsible for ensuring that their agencies have the workforce they need. 

Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=2] 
Transportation Statistics Annual Report 2008
The Bureau of Transportation Statistics, a part of the U.S. Department of Transportation's Research and Innovative Technology Administration, has released its annual statistical report on the U.S. transportation system.  The report includes information on the system's physical components, safety record, economic performance, energy use, and environmental impacts. Online [https://www.bts.gov/pdc/user/products/src/products.xml?p=2974]

2009 Urban Mobility Report Now Available Online

The 2009 Urban Mobility Report, published recently by the Texas Transportation Institute  is a nationally known study of mobility and traffic congestion on freeways and major streets in 90 cities.  The 2009 report outlines the nation’s traffic picture and estimates the benefits from programs that reduce congestion without adding roadway lanes for every year since 1982.  This year's installment tracks a quarter century of traffic patterns in 439 U.S. urban areas from 1982 through 2007.  Authors David Schrank
(979) 845-7323, [d-schrank@tamu.edu] and Tim Lomax (979) 845-9960
[t-lomax@tamu.edu].  Download report [http://mobility.tamu.edu/ums]
INTERNATIONAL
Fifteen (15) PRT Papers Presented at 12th International Conference on Automated People Movers Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, May 31-June 3, 2009

June 3, 2009.  Fifteen (15) papers were presented that focused on personal rapid transit (PRT) at the 12th International Conference on Automated People Movers held in Atlanta, Georgia, May 31 – June 3, 2009. This conference has become the meeting place of APM and automated transit professionals from around the world to share their recent project experience, advanced technologies, and innovative ideas on planning, design, implementation, and operation of fully automated systems.  Conference attendees included transportation planners and engineers, APM and transit system owners, and operators, government officials, system suppliers, and prospective owners.  The Conference Proceedings are bound in a 600-page book that can be obtained from the American Society of Civil Engineers. All 15 Papers Are Available Online at [http://www.prtconsulting.com/blog/index.php/2009/06/08/15-prt-papers-at-the-12th-intl-apm-conference/
Canadian Transit Must Allow Political Ads 
The Supreme Court of Canada has given a green light to political advertising on the sides of transit vehicles, ruling that a bus is a "public place" where free expression should rarely be curtailed.  The court ruled 8-0 against a policy that two B.C. mass transit agencies, TransLink and BC Transit, invoked to refuse political ads that they feared might make passengers uncomfortable. More Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=9098]
In a Month, Buses to be GPS-ready in Chandigarh, India
Indian Express, Friday, June 19, 2009.  The Chandigarh Transport Undertaking (CTU) has received the long-awaited Global Positioning System (GPS) and Public Information System (PIS) devices.  GPS devices will be installed on 100 of the 116 semi-low floor buses running on local routes in the city.  The Public Information System will be installed at 50 queue shelters and provide visual and audio information about the location of the buses.   More Online at:  [http://www.indianexpress.com/news/In-a-month--buses-to-be-GPS-ready/478622]  
Transport for a Global Economy: Challenges & Opportunities in the Downturn

The 2009 International Transport Forum, held 26-29 May in Leipzig, Germany, brought together more than 800 delegates from around the world, including Transport Ministers, industry leaders, and representatives of stakeholder groups, academia and civil society to discuss the impacts of the economic crisis on transport and the sector's role in recovery.  
A Press Conference with Ray LaHood, U.S. Secretary of Transportation, was held at the International Transport Forum on Transport for a Global Economy, Challenges and Opportunities in the Downturn, May 2009, Leipzig.   More Online [http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/2009/forum2009.html]
Rail Transport: Thematic Research Summary
17 June, 2009. The Transport Research Knowledge Centre has released a report that explores results of completed European research projects and policy developments regarding rail transport.  This Thematic Research Summary on rail transport aims to provide the reader with a synthesis of results of completed European research projects related to that theme.  Online [http://www.transport-research.info/web/news/archive.cfm]
RESEARCH NEWS & RESOURCES
APTA: Riding Public Transportation Saves Individuals $9,137 Annually
Transit riders can save, on average, $761 per month, according to this month's report. The savings amount is based on the cost of the national averages for parking and driving, as well as the July 9 national average gas price of $2.58 per gallon for self-serve regular gasoline, as reported by AAA.  Read More » 

Comprehensive Consultant Directory for 2009

Metro Magazine July 2009, Vol.105. No. 6 features a Comprehensive Consultant Directory, listing contact information for more than 200 companies.  This listing is made up of providers of consulting, management, operations, and professional services for public transit, passenger rail, and private bus operations.  Also included in the July edition are: Project profiles of  Consultant Achievements;  Chicago RTA’s new multi-modal trip planning tool that provides side-by-side comparisons of transit, driving, and walking travel options;  and more.  Online  [http://metro-magazine.epubxpress.com/]
DOE Offers $3.9 Billion to Support Smart Grid Technologies

July 8, 2009.  U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) issued solicitations in June for $3.9 billion in grants to support the development and demonstration of smart grid technologies. Smart grid technologies involve adding communication capabilities and control systems to the electrical grid.  Just as the Internet drastically changed how people use their home computers, adding communications to the power grid is expected to change how people use electricity.  Smart grids are also expected to better accommodate the use of renewable energy, all forms of on-site power production, and electric vehicles.  More Online [http://www1.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/news/news.html]
Electric Vehicles to Provide Free Rides at Florida State University 
July 13, 2009.  In the fall, students at Florida State University in Tallahassee will have a new transportation option –“Gotcha.”  Gotcha, a new business developed by FSU alumni will provide free rides to local restaurants, apartment complexes and wherever else students and faculty need to go.  Gotcha, which stands for Green Operated Transit Carrying Humanity Around, uses six-passenger electric vehicles called Global Electric Motorcars (GEM), which are manufactured as a subsidiary of Chrysler.  full story 

National Complete Streets Coalition e-Newsletter

The July 2009 monthly e-newsletter issued by the National Complete Streets Coalition is available Online.  It provides a roundup of news related to complete streets policies -- policies to ensure that the entire right of way is routinely designed and operated to enable safe access for all users. [http://www.completestreets.org/news-blog/newsletter/]
“Instituting a complete streets policy ensures that transportation planners and engineers consistently design and operate the entire roadway with all users in mind - including bicyclists, public transportation vehicles and riders, and pedestrians of all ages and abilities. “Online [www.completestreets.org] to stay informed.
New Traffic Fatality Data
On July 2, the U.S. Department of Transportation announced that the number of traffic fatalities reported in 2008 hit their lowest level since 1961 and that fatalities in the first three months of 2009 continue to decrease.  The fatality data for 2008 placed the highway death count at 37,261, a drop of 9.7 percent from 2007. The fatality rate for 2008 was 1.27 persons per 100 million VMT, about 7 percent below the rate of 1.36 recorded for 2007.  Substantial declines occurred in virtually every major category.  Alcohol-impaired fatalities declined by more than 9 percent over 2007.  For the complete press release, go to www.nhtsa.gov.   

State Traffic Safety Information (STSI) Website

The State Traffic Safety Information (STSI) Website has been enhanced to include a Google Map capability to illustrate the locations of crashes. The STSI website is: [http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/portal/site/nhtsa/menuitem.fa4ee7705f458dd24ec86e10dba046a0/]

 

Knoxville Area Transit Advanced Technology Vehicles in Service: Advanced Vehicle Testing Activity

The evaluation of the Knoxville Area Transit (KAT) propane hybrid electric trolleys by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory is the highlight of this Advance Technology Activity report.  KAT’s award-winning accomplishments include its Clean Fuels Program to improve air quality in the area.  In addition to its deployment of four propane hybrid electric trolleys on its new Red Line Trolley Route, KAT’s transit fleet includes 16 propane vans.  All of its diesel vehicles use a 20% biodiesel blend; and it has four light-duty hybrid electric vehicles.  KAT’s Clean Fuel Program is supported by Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) grants, as well as the U.S. Department of Energy’s Advanced Vehicle Testing Activity.  More Online [http://www.eere..energy.gov/].  Final results will be published upon completion of the evaluation on the AVTA website, http://www.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/avta]
Integrated Corridor System Management Modeling Best Practices Workshop: Preliminary Program Now Available

The Transportation Research Board ( TRB) is sponsoring the Integrated Corridor System Management Modeling Best Practices Workshop on September 14-15, 2009, in Irvine, California.  The workshop is designed to explore corridor study experiences, identify best practices, discuss data needs and collection methods, and develop a collective research agenda on integrated corridor systems management and modeling. [More]
Metro Magazine’s Green Transit Channel 

Find out the latest on "Green" issues related to transportation, including alternative fuels, hybrid technology, and environmentally friendly practices.  Visit the channel Online at:  [http://www.metro-magazine.com/Channel/Green-Transit.aspx] 

Project for Public Spaces - Fall 2009 Training Courses

Project for Public Spaces’ fall public training courses will focus on Placemaking—that is,  creating the city of the future, transportation planning, and public market management and sustainability.  All courses will take place in New York City. “How to Turn a Place Around” will be held October 15-16, 2009; “How to Create Successful Markets” will be held on October 23-24, 2009; and “Streets as Places” will be held on November 5-6, 2009.  Register now to secure your spot!   [PPS Courses Online]
T Riders Face Nearly 20 Percent Fare Hike 

Boston Globe. MASSACHUSETTS - Commuters who depend on public transportation could soon pay nearly 20 percent more to ride buses, trains, and trolleys under a fare proposal unveiled a little more than a week after the state provided an infusion of $160 million to help the state's transit agency.  The proposal includes a broad array of increases that would bring in an estimated $69 million a year and affect everyone who uses public transportation.  Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=9074]
Track and Tunnel Intrusion Detection White Paper
"Track and tunnel intrusions, whether by employees, the public, or those with malicious intent, represent serious risks for a rail operator... To be effective, solutions that provide track and tunnel intrusion detection must include immediate notification and assessment and full-time protection."  Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/online/whitepapers.jsp]
Transit Tracking:  Technology for the 21st Century

Since the late 1990s Automatic Passenger Counting (APC) systems have become a vital component of the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS). Reliable APC data supports scheduling and planning departments. This paper outlines the process and progress of APC systems and the effective methods of data transfer for agencies in the 21st century.  It provides a brief sketch of the evolution of APC technology, including an outline of sensor technologies available over the past ten years.  The final and most advanced APC technology is the Matrix 500 pixel sensor (2004-2010).  This technology has 500 bit points to identify persons and objects; it is so advanced that distinction between a passenger with a backpack and a passenger with an infant is possible.  Online at [http://www.masstransitmag.com/online/whitepapers.jsp].  
Transportation Apps: Are We There Yet?

Why is it that with GPS applications being so advanced, we're still such a long way from the benefits of seamless transportation?  This is the question posed by a public transit  user who wants to be able to type in home address and get inexpensive door-to-door transportation options to any destination in the world.  The user describes some current services that are a great start but not enough to reap the benefits of seamless transportation, such as—Google Transit, HopStop, City-Specific Services such as 511 Traveler Information Services, and more Online at [http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/transportation_apps_are_we_there_yet.php]
US Cities Consider Congestion Pricing 
Link to story in Nation Cities Weekly: 

http://www.nlc.org/articles/articleItems/NCW71309/congestionpricing.aspx
Washington Post Editorial: “A Broken Metro”

July 23, 2009.  Focusing on the recent reports of additional faulty track circuits, The Washington Post published an editorial expressing concerns about safety on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s rail system:  Safety is a primary consideration for would-be riders, but reliability is a close second. If trips that usually take 21 minutes end up taking a half-hour to an hour, it’s safe to assume that more than a few commuters will turn to their cars. More Online [http://www.thetransitwire.com/2009/07/23/washington-post-editorial-a-broken-metro/]
Wyoming DOT Deploys Project 25-Compliant Two-Way Radios

July 09, 2009.  Wyoming Department of Transportation is providing Project 25-compliant, two-way radios to its first responders.  The radios have integrated voice and data capability, as well as automatic vehicle location, enabling dispatchers to immediately locate emergency vehicles to an incident.  In addition, state troopers are able to use the radios to access data such as driver records. Search and rescue operations will also benefit from the system, which will allow police, fire and emergency response agencies to talk to each other.  Online [http://gcn.com/articles/2009/07/09/wyoming-project-25-radios.aspx?s=SL_160709]
RESOURCES TO KNOW & USE

Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center

New Online Bus Testing Database is available at The Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center.  Bus data and copies of bus testing reports can be obtained online at the Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center.  The Pennsylvania Transportation Institute at Penn State University is responsible for the operation of the FTA's  New Model Bus Testing Program.  The Altoona Bus Research & Testing Center Website provides information on the program and its facilities at: [http://www.vss.psu.edu/btrc.htm].  
Creating Accessible PDF Files

PDF (portable document file) is a computer file and a means of sharing information across all computer platforms and operating systems.  This Web page, Creating Accessible PDFs, is an informative, well-written, and easy to understand guide that will help you better understand-- what a PDF is and is not, why it is important to provide access for people with disabilities (Section 508), as well as what type of documents are best suited for PDF format, what makes a PDF file accessible, and help for creating accessible PDF files, and more.  Online URL [Creating Accessible PDF Files] 
Creating Accessible PDF Files is an electronic page on the Website “Webcontent.gov – Your Guide to Managing U.S. Government Websites.”  Webcontent.gov is a practical guide to help manage an agency's Website. Everything you need to know about creating accessible PDF files or as a Web content manager is here, Online at URL [www.Webcontent.gov]. 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Website

The FTA contains information on technical assistance grants, legislation, research, planning & environment, budget &  policy development, safety, national transit database, research & technology publications and much more.  [http://www.fta.dot.gov]

Link to FTA’s transit and sustainability website:

http://www.fta.dot.gov/index_8510.html 
Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP)

TCRP focuses on issues significant to the transit industry, with an emphasis on developing near-term research solutions to a variety of transit problems involving facilities, service concepts, operations, planning, policy, human resources, maintenance, and administrative practices. TCRP is sponsored by FTA and administered by the Transportation Research Board.  http://www.trb.org/trb/publications/publications.asp]
The Transit Wire Website

The Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) has developed a new Website designed to highlight state-of-the-art technologies used in the public transportation industry. The goal of the new webite is to present timely information useful to transit properties, government agencies, researchers, consultants, and vendors.  More Online  [http://www.thetransitwire.com/]
TRISworld – A New International Database Service for TRB Sponsors 
The new TRISworld database allows employees of TRB sponsor organizations to search the combined databases of  both the Transportation Research Information Services (TRIS) and the English language records of the International Transport Research Document (ITRD) database. TRIS world records are searchable by title, author name, agency, serial or conference information, and index terms. Online URL:  [http://TRISworld.trb.org]
Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse

U.S. Department of Transportation’s Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse is designed as a one-stop source of information on transportation and climate change issues. It includes information on greenhouse gas (GHG) inventories, analytic methods and tools, GHG reduction strategies, potential impacts of climate change on transportation infrastructure, and approaches for integrating climate change considerations into transportation decision making. Online [http://climate.dot.gov/]
Research in Progress Database – A TRIS Database Component
The Transportation Research Board's Research in Progress (RiP) Website contains the Research In Progress (RiP) Database and a data-entry system to allow users in State Departments of Transportation, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and University Transportation Centers to add, modify, and search information on current research projects. [http://rip.trb.org]


Office of Management & Budget Fact Sheets

OMB Fact Sheets contain information about the President’s Budget for Fiscal Years 2010 and 2009, and are available Online by 1) Department Fact Sheets, 2) Fact Sheets by Issues, and 3) State Fact sheets.  More Online at: [http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/fy2010_factsheets_departments/]
Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA) –A Major ITS Initiative

The goal of the Mobility Services for All Americans (MSAA) initiative is to improve

transportation services and simplify access to employment, healthcare, education,

and other community activities by means of the advanced technologies of Intelligent

Transportation Systems (ITS) and through extending transportation service partnerships

with consumers and human service providers at the federal, State, and local levels. Online [http://www.its.dot.gov/msaa/index.htm]
United We Ride – A National Initiative 
United We Ride is a national initiative to enhance human service transportation for older adults, individuals with disabilities, children, and individuals with lower income.  United We Ride implements the Executive Order on Human Service Transportation Coordination (#13330) issued by President Bush in February 2004. The Executive Order requires eleven Federal departments to work together to enhance transportation access, minimize duplication of Federal services, and facilitate the most appropriate, cost-effective transportation for older adults, people with disabilities, and low-income populations.  United We Ride URL [http://www.unitedweride.gov/]

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration and partners at the U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services, Labor, Education, Interior, Veteran Affairs, Social Security Administration, Housing and Urban Development, Justice, Energy, National Council on Disabilities, as well as Community Transportation Association of America, Easter Seals and members of the National Consortium of Human Services Coordination support a range of technical assistance initiatives for coordinating human service transportation. These programs and centers are charged with providing training, resources, and direct assistance to communities and states interested in enhancing the mobility and transportation options for all citizens, including older adults, individuals with disabilities, and people with lower incomes. More Online at  United We Ride [http://www.unitedweride.gov/]

Volpe National Transportation Systems Center

The Volpe Center is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation's Research and Innovative Technology Administration and an innovative, Federal, fee-for service organization.  “Our mission is to improve the Nation's transportation system. Our work is performed for U.S. DOT, as well as other Federal, and state, local, and international agencies and entities.”   More Online [http://www.volpe.dot.gov]

DISCLAIMER

Articles and Web URLs are furnished for purposes of information dissemination with no warranty of accuracy or Section 508 compliance.  
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