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PART 1 – Corrections / Updates to Qs & As already on the website
PART II – New Questions

Added to Section I (Program Administration) 

Q: Are FTA grantees required to display any special signs or logos to identify ARRA funded projects?

A: Yes.  On March 3, 2009, President Obama unveiled two logos which are to be used to identify all projects funded by Department of Transportation ARRA programs.  The first logo represents Recovery.Gov and will be used government wide to show the public where their tax dollars are at work to promote economic recovery and reinvestment in the nation’s infrastructure.  The second logo is specific to the US DOT and includes the word TIGER, which stands for Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery.  FTA will make available high resolution images suitable for reproduction for grantees to download to produce signs or decals to display on FTA funded ARRA projects.  

The grant agreement for each FTA ARRA grant includes a special condition as follows: Emblems.  The Recipient agrees to identify projects supported by FTA by attaching the appropriate emblems as the Federal Government may require.  
FTA strongly encourages grantees to prominently display both logos described above on all projects funded by the ARRA.  Given the wide variability of transit projects, FTA does not specify a particular size or format of sign, but provides the following guidelines.  

· Signs should be designed to maximize visibility of the logos and minimize any accompanying text.

· Minimal text may be included on the sign, for example, “This Project funded by” preceding the logos, or “This Station Improvement…” or “This Bus…,” etc. as appropriate, but text is not required.

· The Recovery.Gov logo should be larger than the TIGER logo.  

· Because the TIGER logo was designed to identify US DOT ARRA projects, it is not necessary to display the standard DOT triscalion seal in combination with the TIGER logo. 

· It is not necessary to display the standard FTA mark in combination with the TIGER logo.

· Grantees may adapt placement of the logos and may design signs to be suitable to the specific project on which they are displayed, but may not alter the design and colors of the logos themselves.  

· Signs at construction projects, for example facilities, should be placed where they are visible to passersby and to customers approaching the site. 

· Revenue service vehicles may be identified by a decal and/or bumper sticker visible to the public and to boarding passengers. 

· If a construction project involves roadways, grantees should use the guidance for road signs disseminated by the FHWA division offices.  

· Safety concerns should be taken into consideration in the placement of signs, so as not to obscure traffic control signs, for example, or create a hazard.

· Grantees may use the Recovery.Gov and TIGER logos on paper documents and websites related to ARRA funded projects, for example bid documents and website postings of contract awards.

· The cost of producing and displaying the logos is an eligible project administration cost in FTA ARRA grants.  

Q. Where can I get electronic files of the logos to reproduce?  

A: FTA regional staff will provide electronic copies of the logos to grantees upon request, for appropriate use.  FTA staff can find the files on FTA’s internal website.  Both logos are available in two electronic formats:  

a. PNG (bitmap) format appropriate for use in Word documents, PowerPoint presentations, etc. - it is easy to use and readable by any program.
b.  AI (vector) format that can be resized to any size without loss of quality.  This is the ones that grantees will use on their vehicles/facilities, etc.
Added to Section III (Grant Development / Award) Item F (TIGGER program) 

Q: Can a supplier or manufacturer submit an application on behalf of a transit agency?

A:  No, applications can only be received from public transportation agencies, or applications may be submitted on behalf of public transportation agencies by designated recipients, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, State Transit Associations, Transportation Management Associations, or State Departments of Transportation.  Grant awards will be made for particular projects directly to public transportation agencies.

Q:  What is the definition of a public transportation agency?  Does a provider, who receives funds from the Section 5310 Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities program, meet the definition of a public transportation agency?  XE "Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities (Section 5310) Program" \t "See Section 5310 Program" 
A: A public transportation agency is a publicly-owned operator of public transportation eligible to receive Federal assistance under chapter 53 of title 49, United States Code.  If a provider receiving Section 5310 through a state is a local governmental authority, then it meets the definition of a public transportation agency.
Q:  How long should a proposal be?

A:  Proposals should be no longer than 30 pages, including all attachments and appendices.  To ensure uniformity and improve ease of review, preferred font type and size is Times New Roman 12.

Q: Can TIGGER funds be used for system expansions which reduce overall energy or greenhouse emissions from the transit property?

A:  No.  The Federal Register Notice of 3/24/09 states:  “Eligible expenses must meet the following criteria: (1) The expense must be an eligible capital expense as defined under 49 U.S.C. 5302(a)(1); and (2) The project will assist in the reduction of the energy consumption of a public transportation system or the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions of a public transportation system. This excludes some elements of the statutory definition of a capital project, such as fleet expansion or fixed guideway extensions because these types of projects would increase transit agency energy consumption.”

Q: It is very difficult to measure before/after energy use for a proposed project.  Are alternative estimates to actual measurement acceptable?

A:  The applicant is required to provide sufficient data, analyses, and documentation to support the energy savings or greenhouse gas reductions claimed in the application.  The supporting documentation and data should allow one of ordinary skill in the art of energy savings or greenhouse gas reductions analyses to reproduce and/or substantiate the claims in the application.
Added to Section IV (Post Award) Item C (Contracts and Procurement)

Q: What is the definition of a “responsible” contractor?

A: A “responsible” contractor is one that possesses the ability, willingness, and integrity to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of the contract (See 49 U.S.C. Section 5325).
Q: What do I do to determine a contractor responsible?

A: Check the Federal Excluded Parties List System (EPLS), and under DOT 

regulations, “Nonprocurement Suspension and Debarment” 2 CFR Parts 180
 and 1200. The EPLS includes information regarding entities debarred, 
suspended, proposed for debarment, excluded or disqualified under the 
nonprocurement common rule, or otherwise declared ineligible from 
receiving Federal contracts, certain subcontracts, and certain Federal 
assistance and benefits. This information may include names, addresses, 
DUNS numbers, Social Security Numbers, Employer Identification 
Numbers or other Taxpayer Identification Numbers, if available and deemed 
appropriate and permissible to publish by the agency taking the action.
 Please be aware that although the General Services Administration 
operates this system, individual agencies are responsible for the timely
 reporting, maintenance, and accuracy of their data.
Q: What is a suspension?

A: A suspension may be based on indictments, information or adequate evidence involving transportation crimes, contract fraud, embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, poor performance, non-performance, or false statements.  A suspension is a temporary action which may last up to one year and is effective immediately.
Q: What is debarment?

A: A debarment may be based on convictions, civil judgments or fact based cases involving transportation crimes, contract fraud, embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, poor performance, non-performance or false statements as well as other causes.  Results in the imposition of a set period of time decided on a case by case basis.
Q: How far can a suspension or debarment reach?

A: Suspensions & Debarments can be extended to include subsidiaries, parent companies & other individuals. All individuals and entities excluded from receiving government grants and contracts are listed on the GSA "Excluded Parties List System".
Q: What is the purpose of suspension and debarment?
A: The purpose of suspension and debarment is to protect the integrity of government programs by ensuring that only honest, ethical, and otherwise responsible persons and companies participate.
 Q: Is suspension and debarment punitive?
 A: No. Suspension and debarment are not punitive. Instead, suspension and   debarment are remedial actions intended to ensure that only responsible persons and companies participate in government programs.
Q: What type of conduct will lead to a suspension?
A: The most common basis for a suspension is an indictment for a crime. Such offenses may include fraud, antitrust violations, forgery, bribery, falsification of records, making false statements, making false claims, conspiracy, failure to comply with applicable environmental requirements (such as the proper storage, transportation, and disposal of hazardous waste), failure to pay the predetermined minimum wage, and other offenses indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty that seriously and directly affects a person's or company's present responsibility. In addition to an indictment, a person or company may be suspended whenever the agency has other adequate evidence to suspect that a crime or some other serious cause that affect a person’s or company's present responsibility may have occurred.
Q: What type of conduct will lead to a debarment?

A: The basis for a debarment can be for either a conviction or a civil judgment. Criminal convictions that lead to a debarment may include fraud, antitrust violations, forgery, bribery, falsification of records, making false statements, making false claims, conspiracy, failure to comply with applicable environmental requirements (such as the proper storage, transportation, and disposal of hazardous waste), failure to pay the predetermined minimum wage, and other offenses indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty that seriously and directly affects a person's or company's present responsibility. Civil judgments that lead to a debarment typically include qui tam actions for making false claims under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. 3729 et seq. In addition to a civil judgment or conviction, a person or company may be debarred whenever the agency can show by a preponderance of the evidence that some other serious cause that affect a person's or company's present responsibility has occurred.
Q: How long is the term of debarment?
A: Debarments generally do not exceed 3 years unless the debarring official determines that the circumstances warrant a longer period of time.
Q: How long is the term of suspension?

A: Suspensions are only for a temporary period of time pending the outcome of an investigation or legal or administrative proceedings. In the case of an investigation, the suspension will not last longer than 12 months, unless a prosecuting official submits a written request for an extension to the suspending official. In such cases, the suspension may not be extended beyond an additional 6 months. In cases where a legal or administrative proceeding have been initiated, such as where an indictment has been filed or where a person has been proposed for debarment, the suspension will continue until the conclusion of those proceedings.
Q: Where can I find more information on this subject?

A: Information on the EPLS can be found at www.arnet.gov and the DOT information is found at: http://www.dot.gov/ost/m60/Financial_Assistance_Management_Home
