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FTA Administrator’s Tasking to TRACS 10-02
Transit Rail Advisory Committee for Safety Task Statement: Develop consensus advice to FTA on the best state oversight agency organization model. What is the ideal state safety partner? Identify the challenges that may be faced in implementing this model along with potential ways the challenges may be overcome. 
Task No.: 10-02 

Date initially presented to the TRACS: September 9, 2010 

Issues requiring specific report to include: 

· What are the essential functions that an SSO must be able to perform?

· What are the current SSO best practices in the US and other countries?

· What technical capacity is needed to be an effective SSO?

· What qualifications, resources and training are needed to ensure effective, adequate and consistent safety oversight in passenger rail transportation?

· What considerations relate to the use of consultants and contractors?

· What role might DOT/FTA play in providing expert assistance?

· How can the SSO be best structured to avoid conflicts of interest?

· Can the recommended model be scaled to fit different states where transit systems of different size and complexity operate?

Refer to/establish working group: Yes
Target Dates:  Draft letter report recommendations to full committee by March 15, 2011 and TRACS committee will deliver recommendations to DFO by May 1, 2011.

Disposition: 
Accepted



Date:  September 10, 2010
FTA Point of Contact:  iyon.rosario@dot.gov
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