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Summary Record of Meeting

The Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration hosted the first ever US/European Accessibility workshop in partnership with the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) and the Dutch Ministry of Transport.  The U.S. delegation was led by Rita Daguillard, Director Office of Research Management, Federal Transit Administration.  The Dutch delegation was led by Abel Zomerman, Dutch Ministry of Transport.  Other participant countries included France, Ireland, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom.  Also, Inmaculada Placencia-Porrero, representing the European Commission, offered her perspectives on disability at the European level.  Abel Zomerman gave opening remarks on behalf of the Dutch Ministry and Rita Daguillard opened the conference on behalf of the Federal Transit Administration.  Michael Winter also gave his perspectives on disability and transit.  Dana Loll organized and coordinated the event.  A list of delegation members is attached.  
During the workshop, all participant countries made presentations on the status of accessibility legislation and its implementation in their respective countries.  They also shared the most recent intelligent transportation systems (ITS) currently being used in their countries and discussed best practices, areas of potential cooperation and next steps.  

The participation of representatives from the six European countries, the U.S. and the European Commission contributed to the success of the meeting.  Delegations included representatives from national governments, transit officials, and disability advocates.  Presentations were made by representatives from all participant countries on accessibility and also on intelligent transportation systems.

The first presentation, by Ms. Ann Frye, outlined disability trends and demographics in Europe, the European disability rights movements, and the current EuroAccess project.  She discussed an overarching trend of aging European populations and cited it as a stimulus for accessibility projects.  Ms. Frye also discussed the ways in which disability issues have been perceived across Europe and the progress that has been made in moving away from a medical model of disability to one with its roots in Civil Rights.  She presented several laws that reflected this changing attitude and perception.  Finally, Ms. Frye discussed the EuroAccess Project.  This endeavor was presented as a fact finding mission to look at transportation accessibility issues across Europe and identify best practices.  The project seeks to include a number of diverse perspectives including people with disabilities as well as transportation officials in both urban and rural settings.  This presentation gave a good base line for understanding the issues and the history that the conference sought to deal with.

The next grouping of presentations focused on the current status of transportation accessibility in each represented country.  These reports included information about disability legislation, time frames for implementation, accomplishments, and challenges.  Although the information varied, certain themes resurfaced.  These included the need for accessibility based on aging populations, the use of goals/time tables, and the philosophical shift around issues related to disability.  However, there were also differences in terms of approach.  For example, the Dutch introduced the concept of “poldermodel,” which means that legislation follows consensus and not vice versa.  The Swedish delegation also professed to ascribe to this approach whereas most other countries made legislation and then ensured that public opinion and actions followed.

Inmaculada Placencia- Porrero, from the European Commission, then presented the stance of the Commission and its role in promoting accessibility across Europe.  Although the Commission does not have power to implement law, it has a critical role in setting the agendas for European countries.  Ms. Porrero elaborated on the Commission’s priorities as well as its role internationally and spoke to the support that it provides to member countries.

The second day began with presentations on intelligent transportation systems and technologies both from American and European participants.  One of the most prevalent technologies was an audio signage system for the blind.  Luca Rodaro presented this Remote Infrared Audible Signage system on behalf of Talking Signs Inc.  Another frequently sited technology was the use of “smartcards” to facilitate easy payment on transit.  Most presenters discussed the need for training of providers and consumers alike on these systems.

Following this last set of presentations, delegates were given the opportunity to reflect upon legislation, policy, best practices and areas for cooperation.  These issues are outlined at the end of this report.  
After the two days of formal talks, the Dutch delegation sponsored a technical tour of Rotterdam.  Delegates were briefed by three transit officials on accessibility issues in Rotterdam and had the opportunity to ride three forms of public transit.  The tour included short trips on a bus, a tram, and on the light rail system.
The U.S. and delegates from the European countries suggested the following areas for technical cooperation in 2008-2009:

· Development of a forum for the sharing of best practices

· Development of training modules for both providers and consumers

· Provision of technical assistance on specific issues by expert countries

· Trading of accessibility experts

· Creation of clearing house for information and materials

· Inclusion of Eastern European Countries

· Inclusion of UITP

· Creation of standards
The U.S. and European participant countries suggested the following topics as information exchange areas for the 2008-2009:

· Accessible taxi cabs

· European Commission standards and guidance

