U.S./Japan Workshop on Public Transportation
San Diego, California – October 6-8, 2008

Summary Record of Conference Workshop

The United States Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration (FTA) hosted the U.S./Japan Workshop on Public Transportation in partnership with the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) in the city of San Diego, California, USA, October 6-8, 2008.  The U.S. Delegation was led by Rita Daguillard, Director of the Office of Research Management, Federal Transit Administration. The Japanese delegation was led by Mr. Haruhiko Kono, Director of the International Affairs Unit, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure Transport and Tourism (MLIT).  Both of the delegations included senior level rail, public transport, and intermodal government experts, academia, and private industry representatives from the U.S. and Japan.  Vincent Valdes, Associate Administrator for Research, Demonstration and Innovation, Federal Transit Administration, and Michael Winter, Senior Program Analyst for Research, Demonstration, and Innovation, Federal Transit Administration, provided opening and welcoming remarks.  Mr. Kono responded on behalf of the Japanese delegation.  Mr. Yoshiro Funabiki, Counselor of Transportation at the Embassy of Japan, Washington, DC, participated in the sessions and contributed highly to the success of the workshop.  A list of the U.S. and Japanese delegates is attached.

During the workshop, the delegates from both the U.S. and Japan made presentations and shared information on a host of topics covering urban transit, light rail, traffic safety, accessibility, and intermodal transportation issues (a complete list of topics are listed below). 

The participation of the representatives from the U.S. and Japan private sector, government, research institutions and academia focused on a wide range of new developments in urban and light rail technologies aimed at the improvement and safe operation of our transit systems.  Presentations were given by Mr. Seiji Takai, Special Assistant to the Director of the Planning Office, General Affairs Division of the Road Transport Bureau; Mr. Alasdair Cain, Senior Research Associate, Center for Urban Transportation Research; Mr. Rex Gephart, Director of Regional Transit Planning, Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority; Dr. Magdy El-Sibaie, Director of the Office of Research and Development, Federal Railroad Administration; Ms. Miriam Kloeppel, Operations Research Analyst, Federal Railroad Administration; Mr. Akira Takeshima, Deputy Director of the Technological Engineering Development Office, Planning Division of the Railway Bureau; Mr. Tetsuo Uzuka, General Manager of the International Affairs Section, RTRI; Ms. Mihoko Sakai, Environment Division of the Road Transportation Bureau; Mr. Yoichi Goto, Director of the Environment Research Department, NTSEL; Mr. Walter Kulyk, Director of the Office of Mobility Innovation, Federal Transit Administration; Mr. Fred Silver, Vice President of Calstart; Mr. Greg Cook, Director of Transportation, Veolia Transportation; Mr. Michael Winter, Senior Program Analyst, Federal Transit Administration.  Ms. Beverly Scott, incoming APTA Board Chair, delivered a brief speech to the visiting Japanese delegates on the importance of exchanging technologies and ideas on an international scale.

During the three day workshop, delegates were provided with technical briefings and site tours at the Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) headquarters in San Diego, and also around the city while experiencing MTS San Diego trolley and bus tours.  The event concluded with a Japanese lunch hosted by the Japanese delegation.

Technical Presentations:

· Proposed Revisions to the U.S. High Speed Rail Standards

· Recent Advancements in Track Inspection Technology in the U.S.

· The High-Speed Railway Policy in Japan

· Effects and Challenges of the Bus Rapid Transit System in Japan

· Overview of Bus Rapid Transit Planning and Deployment in the U.S.

· Bus Rapid Transit Deployment in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area

· Positive Train Control Developments

· Risk Reduction Program Initiatives

· Freight and Inter City Rail Technology in Japan

· The Development and Running Test Results of the Catenary-Battery Hybrid Tram Vehicle and Fuel-Cell Vehicle

· Emerging Market of Next Generation EFVs and Fiscal Incentives for EFVs

· Status of Federal Research and Development of Advanced Bus Propulsion Systems in the U.S.

· Hybrid Electric and Fuel-Cell Vehicle Technology Development for Buses in California

The U.S. and Japan propose the following Areas of Cooperation for future collaboration:

Relating to Railway

1. Development of high speed rail regulations and crash worthiness regulations.

2. Sharing of information on prevention of accidents on railways through identification of critical safety issues using predictive information.

3. Development of Positive Train Control systems: to prevent train to train collisions, to enforce speed authorities, and protect road workers.

Of note:  the system must incorporate switch position indication

4. Study of seismic effects on rail transportation systems

Relating to Road Transport

5. Sharing of evaluation data on Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) operations, including Japanese input into the next Characteristics of Bus Rapid Transit (CBRT) for decision making document.

6. Sharing of information on Precision Docking, Lateral Guidance and Electronic Coupling involving BRT.

7. Sharing of information on short-size non-step bus (Japan) and the advanced small bus vehicle program (US only).

8. Sharing of information standards/guidelines on transit passenger notification information systems.

9. Sharing of information on development of innovative transportation technologies related to ITS standards involving public transportation systems. 

10. Sharing of major ITS activity areas involving ICM, VII, VAA, TCIP, ISO Standards, and MSAA related activities.

Of note: 　ICM: Integrated Corridor Management, VII: Vehicle Infrastructure Integration, VAA: Vehicle Automation and Assist, TCIP: Transit Communications Interface Profiles, ISO: International Organization for Standards, MSAA: Mobility Services for All Americans.
Relating to Railway and Road Transport

11. Collaboration on electronic smart card.

12. Sharing of technical and institutional information on environmentally friendly vehicles (buses and rail) and associated infrastructure.

13. Sharing of information on regarding land based Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) applications.
14. Sharing of information on Universal Design Accessibility.

